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@ How to use the media effectively 

® Monitoring and combating racial 
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® Open forum A round up on far right-wing 
groups and their activities 

@ Open forum Confronting Islamophobia 
Practical approaches to counter the 
current anti-Muslim backlash 
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A Fee of £20.00 is payable for delegates 
representing organisations and there is a 
fee of £15.00 for individuals. 

Please make cheques payable to: 
Searchlight Educational Trust 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 

Tel: 020 7681 8660 Fax: 020 7681 8650 
email: community@s-light.demon.co.uk 








The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Since our inception Searchlight has been running 
agents inside the fascist camp; brave individuals who 
pass us essential information on the activities of the 
enemies of democracy. Some are people we have put 
inside ourselves and have worked for us from the very 
beginning; others have seen the error of their ways, 
sometimes after years of involvement, and found their 
way to us. All serve the anti-fascist cause. Those who 
“turn” usually do so as a result of a process rather than 
in a single flash of inspiration. This month we interview 
one of these. A one time leading figure in Combat 18, 
Darren Wells came to turn his back on Britain’s most 
violent nazi organisation. He provides Searchlight 
readers with a unique insight into the organisation and 
people that were a central part of his life in recent years. 

The International Brigades - the people who 
volunteered to fight in Spain against fascism in the 1930s 
— represent everything that was heroic about the anti- 
fascist struggle during that period. Not for money, nor 
for adventure, but because they understood what 
fascism meant, these people left home and loved ones 
to try and stem the fascist tide. Many never returned. 
With the passage of time their numbers are dwindling, 
which is why a new film and the Spanish Civil War 
exhibition at the Imperial War Museum can only be 
welcomed. This issue carries reviews of these and also 
| an article on the Italians who fought with the Brigades. 

Last month Denmark became the latest country to 
take a nasty turn towards the extreme right. After one of 
the most dirty and xenophobic election campaigns in 
postwar European history, the racist Danish People’s 
Party (DPP) gained 12% of the vote, securing third place 
in the ballot and 22 seats in parliament. As we go to 
press the right-wing Liberal and Conservative parties 
expect to form a coalition government. The DPP could 
potentially have considerable influence on this 
government, which will want the party’s large group of 
MPs behind it. 

In Burnley, the British National Party received 19% 
and 23% of the vote respectively in a local council 
by-election. The good news is that this is not enough 
for them to secure a council seat (though another result 
is due after we go to press). Every effort must be made 
to ensure that they fail in the local elections next year 
as well. 


Inside 
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Darren Wells was one of the leading members of the nazi terror 
group Combat 18. In 1997 he was implicated in an attempted 
bombing campaign. He has been involved in fights and 
convicted on several occasions. He was also integral to C18’s 
music operation, ISD Records. But since early 1999 he has 
been providing information to Searchlight. Now, as he finally 
turns his back on C18, Darren Wells speaks to Nick Lowles. 


Darren Wells 
(centre) with 
C18 leader 
Will Browning 
(left) 


You were an integral part of C18. What attracted you to 
it in the first place? 

I'd always had this feeling that our country was being 
overrun with people that just didn’t love the country, no 
respect for the country, who didn’t try and integrate with 
us, didn’t want to be part of it, just wanted to take over. 
When I first met C18 I found that they held the same 
views, but also took them one step further. I started 
drinking with them on three or four nights a week and 
you gradually become part of that group. It’s not a point 
where you're sworn in or anything like that, it was just 
gradual, I became part of their drinking club. 


What was C18 to you? 
It gave me an opportunity to go out and vent anger 
about the things that I felt so disillusioned with in 
society, and that was great because I’d never had that 
opportunity before, I always thought that I was the only 
one that could see how bad the country was being 
treated. 

Then other factors came into play. The more we got 
away with, the more powerful and important we 
believed we were. This sense of power was key for many 
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of us. From nobodies to feared thugs and terrorists 
spurred people on. 


How important was friendship and camaraderie to C18 
activism compared to the political ideology? 

I think the two just went together, although I don’t think 
that either could have survived without the other. 
I mean that everyone had the same political beliefs but I 
don't think that would have bonded people together had 
there not been the social side. 

We used to do all the German trips. It wasn’t even a 
racist thing really, it was just like a wild boys’ outing to 
Germany. You’d jump in the van, get a couple of crates of 
beer, a couple of pairs of socks and a pair of pants and 
that was it, you just head off on a wild trip. It was like a 
stag night every month. 


Will Browning emerged as the driving force behind this 
violence. What sort of person was he? 

He's just got an infectious personality, and I think my 
friendship to him was stronger than my commitment to 
the cause. Even though I believed all the stuff, I would 
always put Will above the cause. Maybe I went down some 


roads that I wouldn't have done otherwise, well certainly, 
when there was no one else around who would have done 
the things that Will wanted to do, that’s for sure. 


C18 preached race war and in 1997 attempted to send 
letter bombs from Denmark. What did C18 really believe 
they could achieve? 

We thought we could rock the boat enough that 
something would happen. Of course it was all a fantasy, 
but we began living in our own surreal world. I don't 
think any of us ever really thought that we actually 
would be in control of the country, but we thought we 
could do enough damage and die this great big glorious 
death in order to be martyrs like The Order. 

You also have to remember that a group of us were just 
basically all living one life. The feelings just built up and 
up. Like I say, you lose touch with reality because we were 
convinced that we were on the verge of doing something 
major, of going out in a blaze of glory, and that was all that 
mattered to us. And the only thing we were scared of was 
getting caught prior to that happening. 

That’s quite scary when you look back on it now and 
think my world had deteriorated to that point that my 
main goal in life was just to do the most outrageous, 
destructive possible thing, just so as I’d be remembered 
for doing that. And remembered by whom? Remembered 
by right-wing people, 80% of whom are dregs. 

Will knew he was going to jail so he wanted to make a 
statement that a group within C18, whether it be known 
as that or not, were going to take it one step further. 
I think he also wanted to answer the critics who said C18 
was all talk. But of course Denmark was only to be the 
beginning. There was talk of a second wave some time 
later, spending a whole week producing bombs, 
hundreds of them, and posting them all on the same day 
from different locations to destinations across Europe. 
The police would stop some but many would get through. 
Could you imagine it in England if like 150 got through 
and got blown up in one day? There'd be riots in the 
streets. No one had ever even contemplated that before. 


But it didn’t happen. Surely it was just pub talk? 
Perhaps so, but back in 1996 a few people were totally 
consumed with the story of Robert Matthews [a US 
terrorist who led a nazi group called The Order] and 
wanted to emulate him here. That became the sole 
purpose in our lives; it took over from everything. People’s 
lives, people's jobs, families meant nothing. Wanting to 
become our vision of The Order was all that mattered. 
But then Thomas Nakaba was arrested for the Danish 
. bombs and, more importantly, Charlie Sargent murdered 
Chris Castle. This had an enormous effect, especially on 
Will. His objectives changed, from teaching the 
government a lesson, teaching any right-wing dissenters 
a lesson, his focus then moved totally to getting 
retribution for Chris Castle [a fellow C18 supporter]. 


How did the murder affect you? 
I just lost all feeling of everything that we were meant to 
be fighting for. We believed that we were trying to make 
our country a better place, full of respectful people and 
decent people, and then you find out that the biggest 
scum of all were the ones you had been close to. I mean 
C18 from that point ceased to exist really. It just became 
an issue of “get Sargent”. I think Will Browning was the 
same. From that point on, Will was just totally obsessed 
and consumed with Sargent. 

[also saw the pain that Chris's wife went through. I saw 
the pain that Will went through with what happened to 


Chris. That made it all very real. He was especially cut up 
about it. Chris was doing him a favour by being there in 
the first place and then he literally dies in Will’s arms. 
People in the right wing go on about the Aryan family, 
honour and all these fine phrases. But this is all just 
bullshit. A friend dies and hardly anyone seemed to care. 

The murder made me realise that what we were trying 
to achieve, the people that we would put in place are 
worse than what's already there; and then you think to 
yourself, I don’t know, it stops being a game. It became 
real. It really did. I know it sounds awful but really Chris 
dying probably saved lives because that put an end to 
any plans for race war. 


C18 was never the same again afterwards, was it? 

I don't think any of us were the same, regardless of the 
movement. Will changed as a person after that. I’m sure 
I did as well. Some people stayed on one side and some 
on the other and some just, like, kept well out the way 
and drifted out of it because they knew where it was 
heading. I don’t think many people had the stomach for 
it. I think it pushed a lot of people away, and a lot of 
people did think that about Will, they thought he's bad 
news to be around. They liked him, as a person. Most 
people say that he’s a genuine nice guy, but that he will 
get you into trouble. 


44How can you talk about 
racial superiority when 
you have the perverts, 
satanists and weirdoes that 
are constantly attracted to 
the right within your ranks?99 


Why did you start working for Searchlight? 

I was fed up with the right wing. I had started to see it for 
what it was. In late 1998 someone suggested that I travel 
to Germany to build and post some bombs. I began to 
take stock of my life and realised that my heart wasn't in 
it any more. I also saw the futility in the right wing and 
particularly many of the idiots within it. How can you 
talk about racial superiority when you have the perverts, 
satanists and weirdoes that are constantly attracted to 
the right within your ranks? When you're involved and 
are totally committed to the conspiracy theories and 
simplistic way of looking at life, it is easy to forget just 
what sort of people are involved. There were some 
decent ordinary people, family types, but there were 
also the trash. 

In early 1999 the police began coming down hard on 
us and I realised that I had choices to make. However, 
I still had friends in there. By working for Searchlight I 
was giving something back, trying to make up for the 
mistakes I had made in the past and the misery my 
politics might have caused people. At the same time by 
passing information over I was trying to keep my close 
friends out of trouble. I thought that if I could preempt 
things before they happened then those I cared about 
wouldn't get arrested for something bigger. It might 
sound stupid but that was part of my motivation. 


Many of these close friends will now consider you a 
traitor. How do you feel about that? 

Of course no one wants to be considered a grass but 
obviously I’m aware that people will condemn me for 
what I’ve done. To be honest, I’m not concerned about 
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what most people think, there are only a few that matter. 
I only hope that they will think about what I’ve done. 
It would have been easy for me to go to the police, get a 
stack of money, and send them all to prison, but I didn't. 
At some stage in the future, maybe many years down the 
line and probably when they are beginning to have 
doubts about nazism themselves, they will look back at 
what I’ve done and think that perhaps I did do something 
which is honourable. They might even thank me for 
persuading them not to do certain things which would 
have got them locked up for years. I’d like to think so. 


How would you describe your politics now? 
Well nothing like they were then. That's the first, most 
obvious difference. I’ve still got a thing about big 
governments but I mean thousands of people feel like 
that. So I just don't like big federal bureaucracy. I hate the 
way that governments think they can get away with 
butchering people and talking to you like you're dumb and 
you're not going to understand what the real picture is. 
Probably the biggest difference is that I don’t stereotype 
people any more. I don't generalise. There are plenty of 
white people, there are plenty of Asian people, there are 
plenty of black people that I don’t like as well, but that’s 
because of the way they are and not because of what they 
are. I'd rather just spend my time worrying about me and 
spending time with decent people, regardless of their 
colour, rather than spending time with people initially for 
their colour regardless of how they are. 


How did you arrive at those sorts of thoughts? 

It was a gradual process. I think the truth probably is that 
all along I knew that not all black people nor all Asian 
people nor all Jewish people were bad. That’s probably the 


truth of it. But I was having so much fun going along with 
the thought that they were. Yes, that’s probably the crux of 
it. I suppose it was during the making of the World in 
Action programme in 1998 that some of my C18 mentality 
began to unravel. I spent a long time discussing, and 
sometimes arguing, about politics with you and Andy Bell. 
While I didn’t want to appear defeated, I went away and 
thought about things a lot. It took time but eventually I 
began to realise that I’d rather be with a decent nice black 
guy than a trashy white guy. There's no doubt, is there? 
I'd like to think that’s how I lead my life now. 


I stopped a riot 


On 2 June 2001 Darren Wells supplied 
information to Searchlight about a gathering of 
football hooligans and C18 supporters in Oldham. 
Their intention, he told us, was to run through an 
Asian area in the hope of inciting a violent 
response, as had occurred the week before, 
which resulted in Britain’s worst race riots for 
30 years. Throughout the day he supplied 
information on the mob’s intentions, locations 
and numbers. Because of the severity of the 
situation in Oldham, Searchlight immediately 
notified the Greater Manchester Police, and the 
group of 80 racists, split between two pubs, was 
apprehended and dispersed. A Chief Inspector 
from Greater Manchester Police later personally 
thanked Searchlight for the “very accurate 
information” that had been passed on and 
pointed out that “without it, the police operation 
would not have been successful”. 





White Riot The violent story of Combat 18 


The inside account of the nazi terror group Combat 18. 
How a small group of people tried to instigate a race war in 


Britain and Sweden. 

Exclusive interviews with over 30 people involved in C18 since 
1992 including Steve Sargent and David Myatt. 

How the police and internal paranoia destroyed the organisation. 
16 pages of photos. 


White Riot is the inside story of Combat 18, from its inception as a stewarding group 
for the British National Party, to becoming an openly national socialist group vying for 
dominance of the British far right, to instigating bombing campaigns in Britain and 
Scandinavia. White Riot reveals how US theories of race war were prominent in the 
political development of C18. Through exclusive interviews and direct observation, 
White Riot offers a unique insight into the 
minds, backgrounds and motivation of the 








THE VIOLENT STORY oF 


COMBAT 18 


ee ee ee —— 
Save 20% when you buy White Riot through Searchlight. 
leaders of C18. White Riot exposes the secret | Please send me a copy of White Riot 
links between C18 and Loyalist paramilitaries, 
violent football hooligan gangs and the 
international music scene. White Riot gives an ] 
inside account of the internal feud that led to 


“a 
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i Name and address | 

i 

the death of one supporter and the eventual i i 
i 

| 

| 











demise of the organisation. : Saas 





White Riot travels with C18 at home and 
abroad, to its internal meetings and violent ; Please send a cheque for £7.50 (£6.40 plus £1.10 p&p) to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, Essex IG5 ONG. 


| attacks. White Riot is the definitive story of 
Combat 18. 
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mo! 
ed his BNP activities. 
filliams was initially reluctant to step down from his union post at — 
the car parts plant and had the backing of the works’ convenor, Keith 
Scourfield. Scourfield told a Wales on Sunday reporter that Williams 
was “...the branch secretary and as far as | am concerned he’s doing 
what the job entails. As long as he’s doing that | don’t see a problem.” 

The Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union’s head office 
was more concerned by the revelations of Williams’s fascist activities. 
A spokesman said: “The union has a strong record of standing up 
for diversity, solidarity, tolerance and respect in our communities. 
The views of the BNP are utterly abhorrent to the AEEU.” 

As soon as the Wales on Sunday article appeared Plaid Cymru’s 
trade union section, Undeb, called for Williams’s expulsion from the 
AEEU. The secretary of Undeb, lan Titherington, issued a statement 
saying: “The trade union movement bases its whole philosophy around 
equality. What sort of message does the AEEU send out to the world 
if it is prepared to allow a BNP member to run one its largest regional 
branches?” 

He added: “How would a Jewish or Asian AEEU member feel about 
approaching a BNP activist to represent them in a case of 
harassment? It is simply incompatible to be in the BNP and be a trade 

“Regrets, I’ve had a few...” Rhys Williams union activist.” 
speaking at the BNP Red White and Blue As we go to press, the AEEU, acting on advice from its lawyers, has 
festival earlier this year — no intention of expelling Williams from membership. 


Remembrance 


Sunday 


Unsure whom they were 
remembering, the NF 

marched unopposed to London’s 
Cenotaph last month. 

The motley crew of boneheads 
and misfits numbered below 100. 
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_BNP exploit 
riot hit town 








The BNP set their sights on three by-elections in Burnley last 
month, hoping to exploit the tensions in the town following 
this summer’s riots. In two of the wards, Trinity and 
Lowerhouse, they achieved 19% and 23.5% of the vote 
respectively. Kate Taylor looks at the reasons why the BNP 
believed they could take a seat on the local council. 


A makeshift 
BNP 
warehouse 
close to 
Burnley town 
centre 













n June, a month after the violence that exploded 
across Oldham, Burnley too was hitting the headlines 
for all the wrong reasons. Following a Saturday night 
of minor disturbances, apparently sparked by whites 
attacking an Asian taxi driver with a hammer, the 
ferocity of violence that occurred on the Sunday evening 
came as a shock to many. Over 200 people attacked shops 
and homes, while a large gang of local whites entered the 
mainly Asian Stoneyholme estate intent on confrontation. 

Inspector John Clucas said at the time, “This has taken 
us a little by surprise... what we are doing is working with 
members of the community and community leaders to find 
out what’s caused this escalation and why these incidents 
took place.” 

Community leaders reacted with similar dismay. 
Councillor Rafiq Malik, former mayor of Burnley, said, 
“Burnley has always enjoyed very good race relations ... 
Generally speaking the communities in Burnley are very 
peaceful and non-racist.” 

However, such proclamations of harmony belie the 
situation in the town at the time. Race relations in Burnley 
may not have been as bad as in other parts of Britain. But 
if ever a clue was needed that all was not well in the area, 
one only had to look to the general election that took place 
just a couple of weeks earlier. 

The British National Party achieved its two best results in 
Oldham, but its third biggest success was the 11.3% — some 
4,151 votes — it received in Burnley. In the days preceding the 


BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 


IN THE NEXT ELECTION 


oceans, 
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riots, Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP was escorted by police 
around the town. Violence quickly followed. 

The rioting was dismissed by some as “copycat” — the belief 
was that disgruntled young people had seen what was 
happening in Oldham and Bradford and wanted to get in on 
the action. While there may have been an element of this, it 
would be wrong to underestimate the real grievances involved, 
stemming from a background of racial problems in the area. 

It was with such tensions in mind that the BNP focussed 
its efforts on the three by-elections that took place in 
Burnley last month. 

Surrounded by the Pennines, Burnley is a Lancashire mill 
town in decline. Unemployment is high and industry has 
deserted the area. At least 5,000 houses stand empty, and 
many more are classed as unfit. In a town with a population 
of 91,130, at the time of the 1991 Census, around 94% of 
inhabitants were white. The largest ethnic minority group in 
Burnley is Pakistanis, comprising around 4%. The 
Bangladeshi community, at around 1%, is the second 
largest group. Ethnic relations are characterised by 
segregation. Housing, in particular, is along racial lines. 

All three wards that the BNP contested — Trinity, 
Lowerhouse and Rosehill — are predominantly white. In 
Lowerhouse, a scandal erupted a few years ago involving 
Labour councillors and the allocation of housing. The 
councillors, it emerged, had been colluding in preventing 
Asians from getting homes in the area. They were 
subsequently expelled, although a couple went on to stand as 
independents. As a result Lowerhouse, bar a few Asian 
businesses, remained homogenous in its make-up. 

The area is working class but not excessively deprived in 
relation to other parts of Burnley. On the DETR Index of 
Deprivation, Lowerhouse is ranked as the 1,836th most 
deprived ward out of 8,414 in the country. 

Burnley has a tradition of voting for candidates not from 
the main political parties. Before the by-elections there were 
nine independents on Burnley council. With this in mind as 
well as the ever-declining voter turnout, the BNP was hoping 
to capitalise on the political situation in the town. 

But despite the BNP’s initial optimism, two weeks before 
the by-elections, there was very little sign of party activity 
according to Lowerhouse residents. The BNP candidate, 
Carol Hughes, was keeping a low profile. Some residents 
had received a poor quality leaflet through their doors and 
were unimpressed. “Cleaners wanted” it advertised. “Hard 
work, no pay, and plenty of rubbish to clear! ...Clean out 


Burnley council.” Surprisingly, the BNP though in the middle 
of a buoyant anti-Muslim campaign, was not at that point 
exploiting that issue in Burnley. “Many people thought that 
it was a genuine advert for cleaners from the council”, one 
local resident said. “They haven’t yet been knocking on 
doors. There are supporters in the area, but they tend to 
keep fairly quiet about it.” 

In Trinity, the BNP candidate was Mark Terrell. Trinity ward 
contains some very poor housing estates and is ranked 
808th most deprived ward. Like in the other wards, by the 
fortnight before the by-election, there was little sign of a big 
canvassing drive, with the BNP preferring to bide its time 
until polling day was in sight. 

Carol Galbraithe, a Labour councillor in the ward, did not 
see the BNP as a real threat. “There has been little activity 
in the area so far. As of yet, they haven’t been banging on 
people’s doors. They seem a little embarrassed.” 

Of the three wards, the BNP was most confident about 
Rosehill. At first sight, Rosehill is relatively well off in 
comparison to the other two, ranking at 2,153 on the Index 
of Deprivation. But there were two reasons for the BNP’s 
high hopes. Firstly, Rosehill takes in part of Burnley Wood, 
one of the most deprived areas in town and, according to 
Burnley residents, ripe for far-right exploitation. Parts of the 
area are near derelict and the quality of housing is very poor. 

Secondly, the BNP hoped to fill the vacuum left by Harry 
Brooks, the independent councillor who was stepping down. 
Brooks is known to be right-wing and fairly reactionary, 
despite previously being in the Labour Party. Local people 
say that grievances over the allocation of funding in Burnley 
stemmed from Brooks, who claimed that more money was 
going to Asian areas than to poor white areas such as 
Burnley Wood. 

The area, a local anti-racist said, was also a hotbed for the 
young whites who took part in the summer’s violence. 
“Burnley Wood suffers from extremely poor housing and 
large scale demolition,” she explained. “The riots were seen 
to be a confrontation between Burnley Wood and 
Daneshouse, a predominantly Asian ward. Funding is seen 
by many whites to be going to this area. 

“Before and during the riots there were banners in pubs in 
Burnley Wood, calling for white revolution and asking ‘which 
side are you on?’ Not all of those involved in the troubles 
were BNP but were certainly egged on by them.” 

Single Regeneration Budget (SRB) funding tends to be 
distributed on a basis of need, and while Burnley Wood and 
Daneshouse are both areas of extreme poverty, 
Daneshouse, the 62nd most deprived ward in the country, 
iS poorer. 

The BNP maintains a fairly active branch in Burnley, 
- centred around Steve Smith, the local organiser. Smith runs 
the Burnley Heritage Centre in the town centre, a strange 
outfit selling old-fashioned goods, which attempts to 
fashion a nostalgic image of a town existing in myth rather 
than reality. 

Over the past two years, a number of leaflets have been 
distributed to community centres, MPs and local councillors. 
While not identifiably BNP produced, the leaflets are believed 
by some in Burnley to originate from Smith. One crude 
leaflet, issued after the terrorist attacks of 11 September, 
sought to exploit anti-Muslim sentiments: “Avenge New York, 
Destroy all Mosques, Deport all Muslims”. 

Down the road from the Burnley Heritage Centre is a 
hostel for asylum seekers. There appear to have been no 
major problems surrounding its presence. Burnley has a few 
refugees, but it is not exactly brimming over. In a 
parliamentary debate following the riots, Sir Teddy Taylor 
tried to provoke the asylum issue: “the decline could be 
related to what they regard as a lack of effective control and 


operation of asylum seekers”. In the same debate Diane 
Abbot MP contended, “there is no doubt that the BNP’s 
activity has raised the temperature in certain areas, and 
that if the law exists it should be used”. 

According to one local resident, the situation had not 
been good in Burnley for some time. “Burnley is very 
segregated and has become more so over the last ten years 
as poverty and unemployment have increased. Twenty years 
ago the Asians worked in the factories alongside the whites. 
Now they have been pushed back and marginalised as 
unemployment increases. People are not working alongside 
each other.” 

She claimed that the BNP had sought to capitalise on 
racism in the immediate aftermath of the riots, but had 
since lost a bit of ground. This is partly due to the launch of 
a taskforce in the area that seeks to ascertain the cause of 
the riots. 

“Some BNP supporters attend the taskforce meetings 
and are very keen to be seen to be targeting Muslims not 
Asians in order to foster divisions”, she added. 

The taskforce, which sits in the town hall, has issued a 
questionnaire to residents in order to get to the root of local 
problems. The list of causes with which residents are asked 
to agree or disagree include racism by whites, racism by 
Asians, unfair treatment of whites, unfair treatment of 
Asians, not enough mixing between ethnic groups, and 
poverty and deprivation. 

The tensions that exploded this summer are not easy to 
resolve, but may be less difficult to exploit. There has been an 
increasing BNP presence in the town for some time, which 
many feel contributed to the riots, and the BNP has revelled 
in their aftermath. Walking through Trinity ward, one sees a 
BNP van parked in a residential street. Outside a makeshift 
warehouse close to the town centre, a “vote BNP” sign is 
often visible. In many other parts of the country a BNP 
presence will not always be so open. 

A local anti-racist believes that the situation is becoming 
increasingly bleak in Burnley. “Unemployment has increased 
since the trouble this summer, and Labour county councillors 
have been stating that race relations are fine and 
integrated,” he explained. Clearly, there are many people in 
the town who oppose racism and who do experience good 
race relations. But this man thinks the Labour councillors 
have been positing a false unity: “It’s not like that in the 
pubs and clubs. They are virtually no-go areas for Asians.” 

There seems to be a feeling shared by some local 
residents that New Labour has deserted the working people 
of Burnley. With poverty and unemployment increasing, the 
situation will not be remedied quickly. Such circumstances 
are especially dangerous if they are exploited effectively by 
the far right, which looked upon the timely by-elections with 
glee. The results in Trinity and Lowerhouse were 
disappointing for the BNP given that they had hoped to take 
a council seat. A number of wide reaching initiatives need 
to be taken by social policy makers and anti-racists alike, to 
ensure that they do not make headway. 

@ As we go to press the results of the by-election in Rosehill 
are not available. 
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The Burnley 
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by Steve 
Smith, the 
local BNP 
organiser, 

in the 
aftermath of 
the riots 











Som 























tim 
Never 











British Movement’s 


(left) Benny 
Bullman 
Notting- 
hamshire 
B&H 
organiser 
and Whitelaw 
lead singer 


(right) Micky 
Lane British 
Movement 
leader and 
Eye of Odin 
singer 





empty dream 


he promised political plan for the public rebirth of 
Teves most extreme nazi organisation, the British 

National Socialist Movement (commonly known as 
British Movement or BM), becomes increasingly distant 
with every passing year. 

Initially the plan, which went by the title of Project 2000, 
was to have come to fruition last year. But recently, 
members and supporters of the BM were informed that the 
target date has been postponed by five years to 2005. 
They will therefore have a long wait for the planned fully 
equipped print shop and a little place in the country where 
they can sit around the camp fire singing old Nazi songs and 
polishing their jackboots. 

Some of the problems that have caused this hitch may 
be laid at Searchlight’s door. Steve Frost, a teacher living in 
Yorkshire somewhere between _ Slaithwaite and 
Heckmondwike, from where he runs the BM’s 
administration unit and its magazine Broadsword, found 
himself unemployed after Searchlight joined forces with the 
News of the World to expose him. 

Other members are doubtless drawing some heat from 
drug squad officers arising from their nice little earners on 
the side at nazi gigs. How hypocritical that the two key 
leaflets the BM is peddling are against drugs and 
paedophilia. One of the great heroes in the BM’s 
predecessor organisation, the National Socialist Movement, 
was Peter Ling, a violent criminal and a member of the illegal 
paramilitary nazi group Spearhead. Ling was caught with his 
pants down in bed with a 12-year-old girl during a visit to the 
annual international nazi rally at Diksmuide, Belgium, many 
years ago. Fortunately, Ling has long departed this mortal 
coil for Valhalla. 

Clearly the BM is getting some decent donations from 
somewhere as the last two issues of Broadsword have gone 
upmarket and glossy. The latest edition came out in August, 
a month before the bombing of the World Trade Centre, and 
devoted a lot of space to the racial violence in the northwest 
of England in summer and some in-depth articles on Islam. 
A similarly large amount of space is given over to pagan 
Norse gods, jailed nazi killers in the USA and the BM’s much 
vaunted Women’s Division which was only capable of 
sending three representatives to the BM annual general 

: meeting this year. 
So where is the man 





behind the scenes, 
Danny Tolan, who 
grandiosely adopted 


the nickname Odan. 
We hear that Danny, 
a former south London 
boxing trainer, is back 
in a semi-public role in 
the party, but then did 
he ever go away? 
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Happy families 


AS BEFITS any criminal conspiracy, the British National 
Party is full of people who bide their time between 
episodes of inciting violence by conspiring against each 
other. One leading official appears to be trying hard to 
ingratiate himself to his leader in Wales by knifing the 
BNP’s erstwhile chairman, John Tyndall, firmly in the 
back. If the man responsible is who we suspect it is, he 
seems to have forgotten that Tyndall gave him a leg-up 
inside the BNP after a troubled period in his life. 

What has brought on this attack is yet to be revealed. 
Certainly, while publicly trying to lick Nick Griffin’s nether 
regions, he is not so complimentary about him in private. 

The attack is clearly intended to nobble Tyndall’s 
chances of regaining the party leadership when he will 
stand against Griffin in party elections next year. 

The material Searchlight has seen consists of a mock- 
up of the front page of a local newspaper deriding 
Tyndall and a double-sided leaflet with a picture of 
Tyndall with Colin Jordan, godfather of Britain’s nazis, 
and Peter Ling (see article on the BM on this page), all 
wearing nazi uniforms and standing by a large swastika 
banner. Shaking hands with Jordan is the late 
unlamented US nazi boss Lincoln Rockwell. The picture 
is captioned, “Your guest speaker, Mr. John Tyndall 
(hypocrite, liar, Nazi, Saboteur & thief)”. On the other 
side of the leaflet is an alleged biography of Tyndall. 

It is all a bit strong if it indeed comes from the man 
who used to wear T-shirts sporting images of SS men. 
Accusations about Tyndall mishandling party finances 
are also ill-conceived coming from the new team. 

The allegation that Tyndall turned a blind eye to race 
mixing in the BNP’s Newham branch under his 
leadership is also somewhat at odds with Griffin's recent 
attempts to recruit Sikhs and black people as his 
political allies. But it has always been a case of “don’t do 
as we do, do as we order you” in the new all singing, all 
dancing BNP. 
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Justice for 
Christopher 
Alder 


by Renee Sams 


Ihe campaign to obtain justice for Christopher 
Alder, who died in police custody, moved a step 


forward on 27 October when the Crown 
Prosecution Service announced that it would pursue 
manslaughter charges against the five police officers 
who detained him. The decision came after new 
evidence was revealed. 

Mr Alder, a fit ex-paratrooper, who had served in 
Northern Ireland and Germany, died in the charge room 
of Queen's Gardens Police Station in April 1998. The CPS 
initially told his family that there was insufficient 
evidence against the officers who were charged with 
lesser offences of misconduct in public office. 

At the seven-week long inquest, the jury found that 
Alder’s death was caused by “multifactorial events 
leading to a level of unconsciousness which resulted in 
upper airway obstruction and positional asphyxia” and 
concluded that he was “unlawfully killed”. The police 
officers involved then sought a judicial review in an 
effort to overturn the verdict. The High Court turned 
down their request on 9 April this year. 

The CPS will now seek a voluntary bill for indictment 
for manslaughter, a legal process in which a High Court 
judge will be asked to add the new charge to the existing 
indictment. This will speed up the case, which would 
otherwise be delayed while the defendants were 
recharged. 

Janet Alder, Christopher's sister, was delighted saying, 
“This is an important development for us”. Ruth Bundy, 
solicitor for the Justice for Christopher Alder campaign, 
added, “We will now prepare for the voluntary bill of 
indictment for manslaughter to be sought. We are very 
pleased with the decision.” 

On the same day as the decision was announced 
the United Families and Friends Campaign held a rally 
in Trafalgar Square in remembrance of all those who 
have died in police custody, prison and secure 





psychiatric institutions. More than 200 people walked in 
silent procession to 10 Downing Street where they 
handed in a petition calling for independent inquiries to 
be held into a number of unexplained deaths, mostly of 
young black men while in police custody. 

One case outstanding is that of Roger Sylvester, 
who was unlawfully detained outside his home by 
eight police officers from Tottenham Police Station 
on 11 January 1999. He was thrown into a police van 
and callously left lying on the floor of the police 
station before being taken to the hospital where he 
later died. 

The Sylvester family, who are still shocked by Roger’s 
death, were deeply distressed to hear of the promotion 
of one of the police officers involved in the death. 
They have yet to receive a proper account of what 
happened to their loved one. So far, an inquest date has 
not been set nor a Coroner appointed. The family have 
challenged the CPS decision not to prosecute any of the 
police officers involved. 

Last May Lord Justice Woolf decided that the family 
should have an inquest before they pursue their 
challenge. He also ruled that it was in the public interest 
that those responsible for disclosure of evidence should 
be “generous”. 

The government has proposed an Independent Police 
Complaints Commission to replace the discredited 
Police Complaints Authority. INQUEST, an organisation 
of legal representatives with 20 years of experience of 
working with families bereaved by deaths in custody 
welcomed the announcement. 

Since the Labour government was elected in 1997 
some changes have taken place in the investigation of 
deaths in custody and last year there was a drop in the 
number of deaths. But it is still a horrendous struggle for 
the families to discover the truth. 

The introduction of a new policy on disclosure of 
evidence before inquests, following a recommendation 
of the Lawrence Report, has only partially improved 
matters. There is also a new procedure that allows the 
Lord Chancellor to grant legal aid for representation at 
inquests in “exceptional cases”. But, INQUEST says, it 
still remains unjust that this funding is means tested 
while state costs are automatically paid. 

INQUEST feels that the government proposals do not 
go far enough and says that the new Complaints 
Commission must be more than just a change of name. 
It needs to be “substantially different” from the existing 
PCA and there must be a change of culture as well as of 
personnel and leadership. 


Families 
unite to 
campaign 
against 
deaths in 
custody 
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News from the sewers 


A. 






National 
Front boss 
Mick Shore 


S Scum rising 


THEY SAY THAT scum rises to the surface so it came as 
no surprise to us at Searchlight to hear that David 
Haraldsson, or whatever he is calling himself these days, 
is back in England. He had sojourned with his chums in 
Berlin after he finished his prison sentence for abusing 
old people at the Lake View Nursing Home in Chorley, 
Lancashire, where he had worked. 

Between his violence and his wacko fantasy about 
being a Norse god, he found time to be the Preston 
organiser of the British National Party. They sure know 
how to pick ’em. 

Haraldsson described himself in 1996 as “a serious 
long-term National Socialist”. What did not emerge at 
that time was his Algerian connection: a man who 
telephoned him and sent him regular letters and at least 
one package. The story goes that on at least one 
occasion a meeting was arranged between the two of 
them at Manchester International Airport. 

Somebody once remarked on the number of times 
Haraldsson appears coincidentally to have been around 
when things went bang. 

Now he is back in Chorley and the Anti-Terrorist 
Squad may wish to update their files on him. We are just 
a phone call away with his new address. 


Thicko of the year 

THE NEW NATIONAL FRONT boss, Mick Shore, looks well in 
the running to win Searchlight’s fascist thicko of the year 
competition for 2001. 

Obsessed by the violence of their criminal and murderous 
chums in the various loyalist paramilitary groups in Ulster, the 
NF are always on the lookout for a brawl on the mainland. 

Recently the 32 Counties Association, an old established 
Anglo-lrish charity based in Birmingham with a good track 
record of collecting money for the local community, 
announced a fundraising meeting. Because the charity’s 
name includes the words “32 Counties”, some NF numskull 
thought he had uncovered a major terrorist financing 
enterprise. In the wake of the recent bomb in Birmingham, 
the NF treated it as a political godsend. 

Its website was crawling with plans to storm the meeting. 
As the people attending the meeting were mainly senior 
citizens, it was going to be a pushover for the mass (about 
20) forces of the NF to claim a big victory. 

Then the penny dropped and they had to burn their leaflets 
and spend day and night trying to call off the lads. Pathetic. 
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Fair dinkum 

THE REELECTION of John Howard’s right-wing 
government in Australia on 11 November has put paid to 
Pauline Hanson’s far-right One Nation party. Howard’s 
Liberal Party won a third term by appealing to fear and 
prejudice in a campaign dominated by Howard’s 
decision to refuse entry to some 300 mainly Afghan 
asylum-seekers picked up by a Norwegian cargo ship 
after their boat sank off Christmas Island, an Australian 
territory. All this anti-refugee hysteria pulled the carpet 
out from under the feet of the One Nation party, just like 
when Margaret Thatcher adopted much of the political 
platform of the National Front in Britain in the late 
1970s and screwed its electoral chances. 

One foreigner who did not have any trouble getting 
into Australia was Konrad Kalejs, the Nazi war criminal, 
who died in a Melbourne retirement home in early 
November. He had faced extradition to his native Latvia 
to face a war crimes trial for mass murder. During the 
Second World War he was an officer in the notorious 
Arajs Commando, which set about murdering as many 
Jews as possible even before the Nazi invasion of Latvia. 
He also served as a commander of a guard unit at 
Salaspils slave labour camp near Riga, where many 
prisoners were hanged or shot and 5,000 young children 
were slaughtered. Kalejs, who first migrated to Australia 
in 1950, was later deported from the USA, after a judge 
found him guilty of having taken part in mass murder, 
and from Canada, returning to Australia in 1980. 

One case where the Australian government has got it 
right is that of David Irving, who has been trying 
desperately to get a long-standing ban on him entering 
the country rescinded. So far he has had no success. 


Non conformists 

MANY READERS have asked what has happened since the 
Charity Commissioners told the two fascist charities run by 
Roberto Fiore’s International Third Position that they could 
start to raise money again from May this year, provided they 
completely separated themselves from the ITP 

We can assure our readers that at least until three weeks 
ago the charities had not complied with this order. We hope 
the Commissioners will do the right thing and freeze their 
bank accounts again. 

As these outfits are closely linked to far-right terrorism 
maybe if the Charity Commissioners do not oblige, the 
Chancellor could put them on the list of terror suspects 
whose UK accounts are being frozen in the wake of 
14 September. 







































































Let the anti-fascists speak 


This Rough Game - 

Fascism and Anti-Fascism 

David Renton, Sutton Publishing, 
£20. ISBN 0-7509-2515-9 
Review by Steve Silver 


impartiality. Historians pick over one of the most 

written about topics in human history as they 
discuss sometimes banal points about the most evil 
movement of the 20th century. If there is an opposite to 
this approach, then This Rough Game is it. David Renton 
takes an unashamedly anti-fascist and left-wing stance, 
arguing that the best way to approach the study of 
fascism is by looking at its record. 

Renton contends that the ascendant school of fascism 
studies, which places emphasis on fascist ideas, is not 
the best way of understanding the phenomenon. In 
opposition to what he sees as a methodology based in 
the idealist tradition, he argues that fascists need to be 
understood by their deeds, rather than their words. 
This is where the title of the book comes from. It is a 
reference to something that the British fascist leader 
Oswald Mosley used to say to his son, Nicholas. 
Apparently, he would publicly rebuke individual 
Blackshirts for their violent activities and then grab their 
arm or give them some other sign to indicate that it was 
alright really. When asked by his son why he did this 
Mosley would just say that it was a “rough game”. 


Fics: dictates that fascism should be viewed with 
i 





Each chapter of the book covers a different topic, so 
the book reads more like a collection of essays than one 
seamless narrative. This is no bad thing, and allows 
the author to cover considerable territory: from the 
meaning of the Holocaust, and women and fascism, to 
the anti-fascist politics of Albert Einstein. 

Looking at the causes of fascism Renton makes an 
assault on the theory of “exceptionalism” that is often 
used to describe why some countries saw fascists take 
power while others did not. He shows how every country 
has exceptional features, and makes a convincing case 
against the theory that a particular nation, such as 
Germany, is predisposed towards fascism. 

In a chapter on women and fascism Renton lashes out 
at those who have recently argued that the fascist 
movements had some kind “feminist” attributes. 
He argues that the fact that thousands of women 
idolised Hitler and Mussolini does not mean that the 
regimes in any way operated in the interests of these 
women. A comparison is made with Islamic 
fundamentalism today, where, he says, it would be seen 
as ridiculous to argue that Islamic fundamentalism 
operated in the interests of women, even though women 
are among its strongest supporters. 

Renton’s general analysis comes from a particular left 
tradition that draws on the ideas of Leon Trotsky. It is not 
an unsophisticated analysis and, perhaps surprisingly, 
he is not as unsympathetic to the then constituent 
parties of the Communist International that he views as 
“Stalinist” as are others who share this tradition. 
However, chapters that look at the Spanish Civil War, and 
to a lesser extent the Battle of Cable Street, do denigrate 
the activities of the Communist parties. With regard to 
Spain, Renton, like the film maker Ken Loach, elevates 
the “Marxist” POUM to some kind of anti-Stalinist 
paragon of virtue. Later in the book, there is a chapter on 
the original Anti Nazi League in Britain in the 1970s. A 
rather less critical approach is adopted here, whereas 
others have made almost exactly the same criticisms of 
the Socialist Workers Party’s role in the ANL as Renton 
makes of the CP’s role in the.1930s. Many Searchlight 
readers would no doubt make a very different analysis of 
the reasons why the ANL was disbanded in the early 
1980s from the one presented in this book. 

Having said that, these are relatively minor criticisms 
of a book that has a fresh feel and gives a much needed 
left perspective on the key contemporary debates 
surrounding fascism. The left has often avoided 
discussion of the Holocaust itself for example, but here 
we find a strong point of view on a subject which has 
seen much debate over the past few years. Well written 
and easily accessible, the book has a constant theme 
namely that these are not just topics of obscure 
historical interest, but contain lessons with resonance 
for today. 

Unusually, Renton has included interviews with 
British anti-fascists just after the Second World War. 
They are used to endorse what is a central thesis of the 
book: to understand fascism, let the anti-fascists speak. 
This perspective, that fascism should be seen “as a 
relationship between one movement and _ its 
opponents”, should be welcomed by all anti-fascists. 
This is the strongest reason why This Rough Game is a 
welcome addition to the anti-fascist bookshelf. 
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NEWS in brief 


Oldham unites against fascism 


A new coalition has been set up by anti-racists in Oldham 
to oppose far-right hatred in the area. The main purpose of 
the campaign is to prevent the British National Party from 
gaining council seats in next May’s local elections. 

Acting in response to the BNP’s results in the town at the 
general election in June — 16.4% of the vote in Oldham 
West and 11.2% in Oldham East — the coalition aims to 
reduce the party’s support by exposing the truth about 
fascism and encouraging a growth in voter turnout. The far 
right is considered most likely to achieve electoral success 
if the turnout is low. 

The campaign is led by Asian and anti-racist community 
groups in Oldham, the TUC and the National Assembly 
against Racism. John Monks, the TUC General Secretary, 
addressed the launch meeting, held at the Oldham Civic 
Centre, together with 15 guest speakers from different 
organisations. Monks stressed the need to oppose fascism 
and racism in all its forms and announced a £1,000 award 
to the coalition to support its work. 

Ashid Ali of the Oldham Bangladeshi Youth Association 
told the audience how the BNP had increased its activity in 
the town since the riots at the end of May and had stepped 
up its campaign even further after the terrorist attacks of 
141 September in an effort to target the Muslim community. 


BNP steps up anti-Muslim 


campaign 

The BNP has increased the distribution of propaganda 
attacking Muslims over the past month, as part of its 
“Campaign against Islam”. A new leaflet continues the drive 
to blame Islam itself for the New York attacks, despite the 
party’s earlier insistence that one should, “Crush the 
fundamentalists — but don’t blame ordinary Muslims”. 

A new leaflet being circulated across the country uses a 
heading that turns the word Islam into a crude acronym: 
“Intolerance, Slaughter, Looting, Arson, Molestation of 
women”. 

Underneath it states, “Tony Blair, lain Duncan-Smith, the 
BBC and various top church leaders have all told us in 
recent weeks that Islam is a ‘peaceful’ religion — just 
Christianity with a towel on its head. Well, they’re all LYING!” 


In an attempt to divide ethnic groups against one another 
the leaflet states that the acronym used by the BNP 
“ig widely used in India, where the genuinely peaceful 
Hindu community have been the victims of brutal Islamic 
rule and murderous ethnic cleansing attacks for centuries. 
That’s why, in Britain today, many Hindus and Sikhs... are 
among those warning about the fundamentally aggressive 
nature of Islam.” 

According to the BNP “The facts you are reading will soon 
be ‘illegal’ —- so read on while you can”. The BNP goes onto 
illustrate its allegations about Muslims by reference to the 
Koran. It claims, “This problem is not a matter of race. 
In the last few years those Muslims oppressing and 
murdering ‘infidels’ and women have included Arabs, 
Pakistanis, Black Nigerians and white Bosnians... it’s a war 
in which the weapons of the enemy are immigration, high 
birthrates, and the old political parties.” 
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‘THE TRUTH ABOUT ISLAM | 
intolerance 
Slaughter 
Looting 


Arson 


Molestation of women 


‘Tony Blair, lain Duncan-Smith, the BBC and various top church leaders have all fold us in recent weeks that Islam is 4 ‘peaceful 
religion -just Christianity with a towel on its head. Well, they’re all LYING! To find out what Islam really stands for, all you have 
to doisto look at a copy of the Koran, and see for yourself that the shocking quotes from this supposedly ‘Holy’ Book, which are 
reproduced word-for-word in this leaflet, are all 100% accurate, 

We're not making anything up. All the proof you need is in the Ki 
Looting, Arson and Molestation of Women. Thisisn’t the verdict of w 
genuinely peaceful Hi munity have been the victims of brut ¢ and murderous ethnic cleansing attacks for 
centuries. That's why, in today, many Hindus and Sikhs (ordinary people, not their ‘community leaders’ who know they 
have to keep their moi ¢ to get Lottery grants and knighthoods) are among those warning about the fundamentally 
aggressive nature of Islam, 

‘Among the native British majority, no one dares to tell the truth about Islam and the way it threatens our democracy, traditional 
freedoms and identity - except for the British National Party. So angry are the old parties about our willingness to stand up and 
tell the truth that they are about to rush new repressive ‘laws’ through Parliament to make exposing the evils of Islam an 
imprisonable offence. The facts you are reading in this leaflet will soon be ‘illegal’ -so read on while you can, 


“Muslim extremists plan to turn Britain 
into an Islamic Republic by 2025, us- 
ing a combination of immigration, high 
birthrates and conversion. They must 


be sto ed ps Conclusion of a leaflet circulated by Hindu and Sikh activists in Southall, 
PP od West London, warnin ng of the threat posed to other communities by Islam 


; Islam really does stand for Intolerance, Slaughter, 
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Nobody’s 
crying 
for Wolf 


Ihe Western media, once so eager to give space 
T: Wolf Riidiger Hess, the son of Rudolf Hess, 

Adolf Hitler’s deputy, barely noticed his death in 
late October. 

David Irving, the Third Reich apologist and Holocaust 
denier, announced Hess's death on his website, saying 
he had got the news from the sister of the French 
Holocaust denier, Robert Faurisson. 

For many years British MPs, church leaders as well as 
many leading journalists were prepared to support Hess 
in his campaign to free his father from Spandau Prison 
in Berlin, where he eventually died in the late 1980s. 

In April 1975 Searchlight was the first British 
publication to reveal that Hess was not just a loyal son 
angry at the alleged injustice his father had suffered at 
the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials, where only his mental 
state had saved him from the gallows, but like his aging 
mother a full-blown Nazi. Until then he had succeeded 
in duping many decent people. 

After Searchlight’s exposé the media dropped Hess 
like a hot potato. By 1991 all he was good for was turning 
up at secretive meetings of the Rudolf Hess Society in 
Munich waving his late father’s flying jacket. 

Irving had invited him to speak at one of his 





clambakes in Cincinnati, Ohio, this September but he 
was already on his last legs and failed to show up. 

The one thing about which campaigners for Rudolf 
Hess’s release were right was that if he died in prison he 
would become a Nazi martyr. Every August, a new 
generation of nazis has staged violent commemoration 
marches across Northern Europe and Germany. 
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~ Spanish 


fascist 


~ magazine 

portraying 
-— Rudolf Hess 

» as a martyr 


Abridged version of Searchlight’s article of April 1975 


We cannot be alone in viewing with dismay the statement by 
a leading member of Her Majesty’s Opposition, Airey Neave 
MBP that he is trying to get Rudolf Hess out of Spandau Prison 
in West Berlin by May of this year. The statement was made 
during the last visit to this country of Wolf Hess, son of the 
infamous and evil creature now spending his last years 
behind bars, where in the opinion of all decent people he 
certainly belongs. In fact, we take the view that he should 
have been hanged with the rest of the surviving Nazi 
leadership after the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials. Instead he 
lives on as a living inspiration to the International Nazi 
Movement throughout the world. 

Every year Nazi groups from as far apart as Australia and 
the USA, Sweden and Spain hold protests and call for the 
release of Hess, who is the direct political heir of the Fuhrer, 
Adolf Hitler, as his appointed deputy. Wolf Hess, who gets the 
VIP treatment from BBC’s Nationwide, Roy Hattersley MP 
and Airey Neave, claims that he is not politically motivated 
but just a loyal son helping his father to freedom so that he 
can spend the last remaining days with his family. Wolf Hess, 
it would appear, has two faces, one for the public and one for 
his Nazi friends. 

In an appeal to the Spanish press for aid for his father, Hess 
gives the address of CEDADE as the contact address for the 
Free Hess set-up in Spain. CEDADE is the Circle of Friends of 
Europe, the Spanish section of the New European Order. 


This is a highly organised group of international nazis, including 
former SS officers in exile in Spain and South America; so well 
organised in fact that the American State Department asked 
the Spanish Government to halt their last European Congress 
in Barcelona timed for June 1974. Although it was banned, 
small groups of the delegates, including those from Britain, 
met in secret and took far-reaching decisions, such as that 
groups with large financial resources should help groups that 
are under cover and cannot raise money for themselves, such 
as Ordre Nouveau in France, which was banned after a bomb 
attack on the Paris police two years ago. Much more sinister 
are the reports before a court in Italy recently that at a secret 
meeting in Lyons in France, leaders of the Italian Fascists had 
plotted with the NEO officers a takeover by force in Italy. 
The coup was only stopped at the last minute by the Italian 
authorities. 

In the light of the evidence against both Hess and his 
present day followers, we call on all decent people to insist 
that the British Government is not a party to any trick to get 
Hess released. By trick, we mean suggestions that during the 
British turn at guarding him he will be taken to a hospital in 
West Germany and the Russians would be faced with a fait 
accompli. If he is lonely, then maybe the West German and 
Austrian Governments could round up a few hundred of his 
old friends who are prospering on the spoils they stole from 
their victims and put them in Spandau with Hess. 


- 
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David Leach interviewed by 

Gerry Gable. 

In my capacity as a programme 
maker and anti-fascist journalist, 

I have seen most of the documen- 
taries about the Spanish Civil War. 
Voices from a Mountain, made by 
Narrative Productions, has set a 
new high standard for those 


working in this field. A tremendous 


sense of reality emerges from the 
way the story is told through the 
eyes of those who fought there, 
with sadness and even humour. 


Searchlight was privileged to 
interview the man who made the 
film after its launch at the 
Raindance Film Festival in London 
in late October. 


The British Battalion in Spain. The man with the pennant is Frank West, Dolly 
West’s father 
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David Leach, tell us about your career in film-making. 
I’ve worked mainly as a writer, researcher and, more 
recently, as an oral historian with a museum in the West 
Country. Voices from a Mountain is my first full-length 
documentary, and I want to stress here that it was a 
genuinely collective effort. 

By that I mean credit should go to Andrew Lee, the 
director; John Walker, the director of photography; Lucy 
Pickering, the sound recordist; John Osborn, the editor; 
John Read, who composed the music; Joris Smeets, 
who's an Amsterdam-based historian; and the 
Barcelona-resident Craig McLaughlan, who oversaw the 
production in Catalonia, conducted the Spanish 
interviews on location and, most importantly, translated 
for us at the local wine co-operative. 


What attracted you to this project? 

I think, as a child, I first heard about the International 
Brigades from my maternal grandfather. He'd been a 
Bermondsey docker and was a socialist and trade union 
official, actually a contemporary of Jack Jones in the TGWU. 

As a history student, I wrote my BA dissertation on the 
Spanish Civil War. An interest in the subject, particularly 
the story of the International Brigades, has remained 
with me ever since. 

Last year, via a Spanish Civil War Internet discussion 
group, I heard about the rediscovery of a memorial to the 
English-speaking 15th International Brigade high up in the 
Sierra Pandols, a mountain range in southern Catalonia. 

Franco tried to obliterate all evidence of the anti- 
fascist foreign volunteers who fought and died in Spain. 
This memorial, in a remote and inaccessible location, 
survived. I suspect the local people knew it was up there, 
but it eluded the fascists and their sledgehammers. 

After sixty years it was in pretty poor condition, but 
the Catalans who discovered the memorial subsequen- 
tly returned to restore it. They lugged bags of cement 
and buckets of water up a mountainside over a hot 
Spanish summer weekend. A complete labour of love. 

Inscribed on the memorial are the names of some 30 
officers and commissars who died in the battles of the 
Ebro Valley and the Sierra Pandols in summer 1938. Five 
of them were British — and that’s what interested me. 

The Catalans looked on the discovery of the memorial 
as an exercise in archaeology. You know, strange foreign 
names crudely scratched onto crumbling concrete 
hidden in the undergrowth on a mountainside. A real 
mystery. But it occurred to me that in fact the discovery 
has contemporary resonance. What I mean is, there are 
surviving British International Brigade veterans who 
actually knew and remember those men. 

So the idea behind the film was to trace the lives of the 


Britons commemorated on the memorial through the 
personal testimony of survivors, and in doing so draw out 
aspects of their own experiences as young anti-fascists 
prior to and during service in the International Brigades. 
Simply expressed, we wanted to make a film about a 
historical and political subject that was personal, not 
polemical. About individuals rather than ideology. 


Was it hard to raise money for the film? 

Not easy, and it came from a variety of sources, but we 
got there. Voices from a Mountain is a totally 
independent production. Initially, I was encouraged to 
seek a commission for the film, but the prospect of my 
documentary proposal gathering dust on some 
commissioning editor’s shelf while International 
Brigade numbers dwindle didn’t appeal. The average 
age of these blokes is 87. Without being morbid, there 
was a certain urgency to the project, and we thought 
we'd better get on with it! 


How much help were the International Brigade veterans’ 
groups in researching the project? 

Very helpful. I already knew George Wheeler and I’d met 
Jack Jones, but the International Brigade Association 
introduced me to Alun Williams in Wales and John 
Dunlop in Scotland. AJEX — that’s the Association of 
Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women - put me in touch 
with the excellent Sol Frankel here in London. 


How did you feel when you met this ageing group of 
veterans? Did you think they would be gaga or not be 
eloquent in describing their experiences? 

Knowing George and Jack, it came as no surprise that 
Alun, John and Sol were just as lucid, thoughtful, 
energetic and amusing. They’re all extraordinary men in 
my opinion, and | think that comes across strongly 
in the film. 


Some people would think the story about Wally Tapsell’s 
boots almost sacrilegious, yet it seemed to me to put a 
very human face on the war. 

You're referring to the incident when the drunken sentry 
urinates in Wally’s boots — boots he'd left outside his 
billet to be cleaned, apparently. Wally’s name appears on 
the memorial, and this story, told by John Dunlop, 
far from being disrespectful, emphasises the essential 
humanity of the characters in the film. Men get drunk 
and fall over. Why would the International Brigades be 
any different? 


. Obviously you want to get the film shown on at least one 
major television channel, but do you think it also has an 
educational use for secondary schools or university 
courses in modern history and politics? 

Most certainly. Sure, we're looking for mainstream 
broadcast distribution. But there are others ways of 
presenting Voices from a Mountain. For example, 
we're exploring the possibility of releasing the film in 
DVD form with accompanying booklet, perhaps with 
lecture notes and Internet links. We've got over 10 hours 
of filmed interviews. Many terrific stories had to be left 
out from our 50-minute film, so who knows? Television 
is just one medium. There's also been a lot of interest in 
the soundtrack, composed by my good friend John 
Read, and we may look at releasing the music on CD. 


Many people will look upon those who fought in the 
International Brigades as the heroes of bygone days, 
yet Dolly West and her partner, leading activists in the 
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veterans’ association, were sent a bomb by British nazis 
last year and are on nazi hit lists. Do you see a 
continuum in the fight against fascism? 

It hasn't gone away, although they no longer wear 
blackshirts. When we were editing the film and going 
through old newsreel footage of Mosley’s thugs on the 
march, there was news of the far-right provocation 
up in Oldham. There are parallels with the 1930s. 
The International Brigade volunteers were prepared to 
put their lives on the line to defend democracy. I guess the 
very least we can do is to be vigilant and aware that there 
are individuals and groups who wish to divide our society, 
destroy our democracy and deny us our rights as citizens. 


What is your best memory of making the film and do you 
have any more projects in the pipeline? 

It was towards the end of my interview with Alun 
Williams, an ex-miner who'd been a first-aid man in 
Spain. Bear in mind, he's now 88 years old. He began to 
summarise his experiences in the International 
Brigades, and for three or four uninterrupted minutes 
his voice flowed with intense power, emotion and 
eloquence. I looked round at Andrew and Lucy as John 
Walker filmed — they had tears in their eyes. It was then 
that I think we realised we had a film. 

As for the future? We have a couple of documentary 
film ideas currently in development, which is production 
company talk for ideas not actually being produced, but 
we do have a project that is, genuinely taking shape. 
I’ve been immersed in the International Brigades for 
12 months without a break. I even dreamed one night 
that I crossed the Ebro in the same boat as George 
Wheeler. His walking stick kept digging into my back as 
we crouched to avoid the fascist machine-gun fire. 

I think my wife would like me to concentrate on less 
absorbing projects such as “19th Century West Country 
Dialect poets” or “The Meaning of English Placenames”. 
But the Spanish Civil War doesn’t go away, and we're 
looking to make a film on “Los Nifios Vascos’”, the Basque 
children who came to Britain as refugees during the 
conflict. Many of them stayed and are now in their 
sixties and seventies. What stories they must have. 
This time, though, we'll look for a commission. 


Voices from a Mountain is dedicated to the memories of 
John Rickman from Dorset who died in Spain in April 
1937 and Lance Rogers from the Merthyr who lived to 
tell the tale. 


@ The film will be shown as part of the Imperial War 
Museums season of films on the Spanish Civil War on 13- 
14 April 2002. Contact the museum for further details. 
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Sol Frankel 
(left) uses 
his left hand 
to greet 
Clem Attlee, 
circa 1939. 
His right 
hand 
remains 
useless as a 
result of a 
bullet wound 
in the Ebro 
Valley battle. 
Attlee 
became 
British Prime 
Minister in 
the postwar 
Labour 
government 











































Today in 


pain 
Tomorrow | 


in italy” 


by Alfio Bernabei 


his became the battle cry for thousand of 
Italians who joined the International Brigades 
in the Spanish Civil War. It was in Spain that 
armed Italian anti-fascists first fought against 
their fellow countrymen in a prelude of what 
years later developed into the Italian Resistance or the 
partigiani war of 1943-45. 

The Italians they fought were blackshirts sent by 
Benito Mussolini to support the Falangists and General 
Franco’s coup against the legitimately elected Popular 
Front government. 

In spite of Mussolini’s initial public denials, the Italian 
blackshirts were deployed in Spain as “volunteers” long 
before the outbreak of the Civil War. By early 1936 
thousands had arrived to lend support to the 
nationalists. Their presence grew to a ground force of 
about 70,000 men that acted alongside crucial aerial and 
naval assistance provided by Mussolini. On 24 July 
Franco, then still in Morocco, contacted Major Luccardi, 
the Military Attaché in Rome, with an official request for 
help in the transfer of soldiers from the North African 
coast to Cadiz. 

The request included 34 planes, 3,000 bombs, heavy 
weapons and five ships. A week later nine planes, which 
had taken off from the Italian island of Sardinia, landed 
in Morocco. In an attempt to ensure the Italian 
assistance would go undetected so as to avoid angering 
Britain, which as a matter of fact could not have cared 














Giuseppe Gatti 
pictured recently at 
his home in Britain 
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less, the planes were “sold” to a journalist and then 
covered with new paint and Spanish insignia after they 
arrival in Tetuan. They were used to provide aerial 
protection to the shipment of Franco's army to Spain. 

From then on Mussolini’s military assistance 
escalated to a total of 730 planes. By the end of the war 
they had taken part in 5,318 raids, including those over 
Barcelona and Guernica, and dropped an estimated 
12,000 tons of bombs. Only in 1940, when Spain refused 
to join Italy on Hitler’s side, did Mussolini send a bill to 
Franco totalling nearly 14 billion lira. It was never paid. 

The Italian anti-fascists began to arrive in Spain as 
soon as the Civil War broke out, in summer 1936. 
They formed a first column in August, a second in 
November, and finally grew into the Brigata Garibaldi 
with a total of around 4,000 men. A large number of 
them were fuorusciti or anti-fascists who had sought 
refuge abroad. They had begun to flee Italy soon after 
Mussolini’s march on Rome of 1922. In the early stages 
the vast majority of the fuorusciti were communists, 
socialists and anarchists. As the Italian dictatorship 
strengthened its grip on power with the abolition of all 
parties and trade unions, hundreds of democrats, 
liberals and republicans were also forced into exile and 
scattered in various countries throughout the world. 
Spain provided a catalyst for their regrouping and 
participation in the anti-fascist struggle. 

One of the many occasions on which the Italian anti- 
fascists fought in fierce battles against Italian blackshirts 
was at Guadalajara, where General Mario Roatta, 
Mussolini’s henchman, was forced to retreat. Chief 
among those who organised military and financial help 
for the anti-Franco resistance was Carlo Rosselli. 
He lived in France but also visited Britain where he had 
friends in the Labour Party and knew intellectuals and 
activists, including Sylvia Pankhurst, the suffragette. 

It was Rosselli who launched the slogan “Today in 
Spain, Tomorrow in Italy’. On 13 November in his 
broadcast on Barcelona radio he said: “Thousands of 
Italians in exile have joined the revolutionary army. 
For three months now an Italian column has fought on 
the Aragona front. We hear of eleven dead and twenty 
wounded. A second Italian column is now defending 
Madrid. These are Italians who having lost their freedom 
at home begin to reconquer it in Spain, with weapons in 
their hands. Italians are arriving from France, 
Switzerland, Belgium and the Americas.” 

Hundreds were also arriving from Italy having crossed 
the border with France clandestinely. All of them knew 
they would not be able to return to Italy while fascism 
. lasted and that the Italian fascist police would probably 
retaliate against their families and friends left behind. 
Giuseppe Gatti found out soon after his departure that 
all his brothers had been arrested. In an interview which 
later featured in the Channel 4 documentary Dangerous 
Characters he told me that he resolved to leave his home 
town near Modena, northern Italy, when he heard the 
Republicans’ appeal from a clandestine radio station. 
In Paris he met Randolfo Pacciardi, secretary of the 
Italian Republican Party in exile, who put him in a 
convoy to Perpignan. “Once in Spain it was a German 
called Gomez who told me how to shoot,” said Gatti, 
who joined the 13th International Brigade. He fought 
near Malaga, Teruel, and Pozo Blanco. He left Spain at 
the end of 1938, managing to board a boat bound for 
Swansea where he jumped ship and finally reached 
London. Here he met members of the Committee for 
Spanish Refugees and the group of Italian anti-fascists 
based in Soho, who were working at a magazine called 


Spain and the World edited by Vero Recchioni, also 
known as Vernon Richards. 

About 500 Italian anti-fascists died in Spain. The 
survivors were forced to live in exile as they were 
considered traitors to the fascist cause. Only after the fall 
of Mussolini in July 1943 and the Allied landing two 
months later did they begin to trickle back. Most 
immediately joined the partigiani and fought against 
the Italian Fascists of the Salo Republic and the German 
occupation forces in Northern Italy. They included a 
number of key future postwar political leaders, such as 
the socialist Pietro Nenni, the communists Palmiro 
Togliatti and Luigi Longo, and the republican Pacciardi. 

Among those still alive is Giovanni Pesce, who recently 
condemned Pope Voytila’s decision to beatify 233 
priests, nuns and Catholics “killed by religious hatred by 
communists and anarchists” during the Spanish Civil 
War. “It is a scandal,” protested Pesce, “what about the 
hundred of priests and nuns who sided with 
the Republicans?” There is no doubt on which side the 
Catholic hierarchy stood in this war. From the early 
stages the Vatican, already hand in hand with Mussolini 
and fascist Italy, came out in support of Franco. On 18 
March 1939, to celebrate the General’s victory, Eugenio 
Pacelli, as Pope Pius XII, granted an audience to Count 
Ciano, Mussolini’s Foreign Secretary. Ciano had gloated 
over the killing of 500 people “in one minute and a half” 
of Italian bombardment of Barcelona. The Pope 
congratulated him for “a new Spain where the Catholic 
tradition glows anew’. 

At the present moment the Italian involvement in the 
Spanish Civil War appears almost completely excised 
from Italian history or treated with scorn and 
embarrassment. Just as the history of the partigiani and 
resistance movements is being actively undermined by 
the influence of the revisionist tendency spearheaded 
by fascist and post-fascist forces in and around the 
Berlusconi government, the sacrifice of hundreds of 
anti-fascists, to them, seems to count for very little. 








Giuseppe 
Gatti (right) 
with a fellow 
member 

of the 
International 
Brigade 
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The Spanish Civil 

War exhibition. 

Imperial War Museum, 
London, until April 2002. 
By Steve Silver 


hen anti-fascists think of the Spanish Civil 

War, inevitably they visualise the heroes of 

the International Brigades, the brave 

fighters from many nations and peoples 

who fought to save democracy from 
fascism in the 1930s. However, while the International 
Brigades are fairly well served in the Imperial War 
Museum's display, this is an exhibition about the war in 
a far wider sense than that. 

From the beginning of the displays, where the huge 
communist, socialist and anarchist posters stand on a 
wall opposite fascist and nationalist posters, there are 
two things that are striking about the exhibit. Firstly, 
being so close to original artefacts does give a real feel 
for the period in a way that a book never can and, 
secondly, the inclusion of so much fascist paraphernalia 
ensures that it is not a completely comfortable feeling. 

For example, the display includes some of General 
Franco’s clothing, a battle map that he used and other 
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ephemera associated with the Falangist leader. There 
are swastika badges and insignia, worn by those who 
fought with the nationalist forces to ensure that Spanish 
democracy was drowned in blood. One can also listen to 
accounts by British supporters of Franco. Their upper 
class accents indicate that one core element of the war 
was that it was a class war as much as anything else. The 
privileged in Europe saw fascism as a bulwark against 
communism, an ideology that threatened to distribute 
wealth — their wealth as they saw it - among the masses. 

When it comes to material on what Cold War anti- 
communists came to call the “premature anti-fascists” 
of the International Brigades, the exhibition does not 
disappoint. Much of the material has been provided 
with the assistance of the International Brigade 
Association. There are letters from Brigaders to their 
loved ones describing why they went to Spain, what 
conditions were like and how they longed for a Europe 
free from fascism. Several died within a short time of 
sending their letters, making this moving reading. 
One such letter from George and Nan Green (George 
died five weeks after writing the letter) reads: 

“Mother dear, we're not militarists, nor adventurers 
nor professional soldiers: but a few days ago on the hills 
the other side of the Ebro, I’ve seen a few unemployed 
lads from the Clyde, and frightened clerks from 
Willesden stand up (without fortified positions) against 
an artillery barrage that professional soldiers could not 
stand up to. And they did it because to hold the line here 
means that we can prevent this battle being fought 
again later on Hampstead Heath or the hills of 
Derbyshire.” 

There are numerous paintings, testimony to the great 
artists of the period, many of whom supported the 
Spanish Republic. Unfortunately the most famous 
painting of all, Picasso’s Guernica, is too fragile to be 
moved abroad, so it remains in the Museo de Reina Sofia 
in Madrid. (Picasso would not allow his work to be 
displayed in Spain until after Franco’s death in 1975.) 
However, there are some original planning sketches for 
the picture and also his 1937 painting, Weeping Woman. 
There is also an etching entitled The Dream and Lie of 
Franco, of which prints were sold to raise money for the 
Republican cause. 

The absence of Guernica, is made up for by the 
presence of the less well known and very different 
painting by Rene Magritte, Le Drapeu Noir (Black Flag), 
which shows a representation of aerial bombardment. 
Painted in 1937, the same year as the bombing of 
Guernica by Nazi Germany’s barbarous Condor Legion, 
the picture, Magritte said later: “gave a foretaste of the 
terror which would come from flying machines’. 
Guernica was where the Nazis first tested aerial 
bombing on a civilian population; later it would be cities 
such as London and Coventry. 

There is also art by the surrealist Salvador Dali, one of 
few modern artists who did not sympathise with the 
Republican cause. He wrote: “The Spanish Civil War 
changed none of my ideas...I believed neither in the 
communist revolution nor the national socialist 
revolution. I believed only in the supreme reality of 
tradition.” 

Many writers and poets went to Spain to support the 
Republican cause. Some died on the battlefield. 
The exhibition includes a photograph of Ernest 
Hemingway helping a Republican soldier unjam his 
rifle, taken by Robert Capa. There are also numerous 
other pictures taken by Capa, the best known 
photographer of the war. The most famous image is of a 


IF YOU TOLERATE THIS 
YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE NEXT 





soldier just as he is killed in an attack on the Andalusian 
front in 1936. His arm is outstretched as he is about to 
drop his gun. The authenticity of the image has been the 
subject of much controversy over the years. However, a 
soldier who participated in the same battle identified 
the man as 24-year old Frederico Borrell Garcia, from 
Alcoy near Alicante. Garcia’s family have subsequently 
confirmed that the date and circumstances of his death 
match the details given by Capa. 

Some 2,400 British people served with the 
International Brigades, and at the end of the exhibition 
is a wall inscribed with a roll call of the 526 volunteers 
who never returned. 

The narrative for the exhibition was written by the 
historian, Paul Preston, and fortunately sticks to the 
war itself, rather than the recent spate of supposed 
“history” in which ultra-leftist arguments have had a 
mini renaissance. Ultra-leftists argue that what was 
needed in the face of a fascist assault was not a broad- 
based alliance of all progressive forces to save 
democracy — a Popular Front — but instead a more pure 
“revolution”. How a war would be prosecuted while 
people were busy restructuring society, or aligning 
themselves with ideas that eschewed the kind of 
command structure necessary for war, they are always 
more reluctant to explain. 

Spain was a great defeat for anti-fascists and gave a 
foretaste of what was to come. There are those, one-time 
supporters of fascism or one-time appeasers, who argue 
that no one could have predicted fascist and Nazi 
barbarism and the subsequent murder of six million Jews 
and millions of others. What this exhibition shows is that 
there were people who knew full well what fascism 
would bring. A Republican poster famously showed a 
picture of a child with bombers above and declared in 
English: “If you tolerate this your children will be next”. 

There is a curious argument that can be heard across 
the political spectrum, namely that Franco’s Spain was 
not fascist. Those who believe this should visit the 
exhibition and ponder on this: if Franco was not a 


fascist, then the International Brigades — those who 
went to fight against him — would surely not be anti- 
fascists. The logic is plainly absurd. After Madrid fell in 
March 1939, 400,000 Republicans were plunged into 
exile. Over one million were incarcerated in prison or 
labour camps and apart from the deaths in the war itself 
the nationalist regime executed 200,000 people between 
1939 and 1943. 

Anti-fascists can never forget the tragedy that was 
visited on the Spanish people and the bravery with 
which they fought tyranny. Dolores Ibarurri, known as 
“La Pasionaria” (the passion flower), became a national 
heroine for her role in leading the fight to save the 
Republic. The words of the communist leader — with 
hindsight both inspiring and tragic — are displayed in 
large letters, perhaps rather incongruously for an 
“Imperial” War Museum: 

“Women, heroic women of the people!...Soldiers, 
sons of the people... Workers of all kinds... Let no one 
hesitate! Everybody ready for action. Every worker, 
everyone against fascism should see himself as a 
soldier-in-arms. Peoples of Catalonia, Galicia and the 
Basque country! People of Spain! Let us defend 
the democratic Republic, let us consolidate the victory 
obtained by the people on the 16th of February. 
The Communist Party calls you up. It calls you in 
particular, workers, peasants, intellectuals, in order to 
fight and squash at once the enemies of the Republic 
and of the popular rights. Long live the Popular Front! 
Long live the union against fascism! Long live the 
Republic of the people! We won't let fascism win! 
We won't let them win!” 
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Ascalal 
of Memory 


In Germany and Austria, and also in Eastern Europe, 
there are people who demand that we forget the 
Holocaust. 

A friend of mine concluded a paper on this subject, 
“The dead past never buries its dead, the world will have 
to be changed, not the past”. George Orwell once said, 
“who controls the past controls the present”. I would 
add, “who controls the past controls also the future”. 
No regime, liberal or totalitarian, is indifferent to its 
past, even if in a totalitarian society the control of the 
past is stricter than in a liberal one. No regime, no 
society, is indifferent towards the way its own history or 
what it considers as its own history — sometimes a 
largely imaginary one — is taught in its schools. However, 
my subject matter is the “assassins of memory” and not 
the “assassins of history”. 


Why? 

The deniers of the Holocaust, the so-called revisionists 
of European or Far Eastern history, try to damage all of 
us whether we are European or Asiatic, whether we have 
been victims or not. This memory, of course, is not 
history and when our generation disappears history will 
remain. But history is also comprised of the interlacing 
of our memories and of the memories of its witnesses. 


But can history be assassinated? 

As far as we are historians of modern and contemporary 
history, we are accustomed to using huge files which 
cannot be destroyed. A historian of classical antiquity 
knows also that history is something flimsy and he 
knows too, thanks to the Soviet archives, that 
contemporary history can also be flimsy. How could we 
have told the story of the Jewish War in the first century 
of the Common Era [AD] without Flavius Josephus, 
a Jewish author of the time who wrote in Greek and has 
been translated even into Japanese? 


How can you tell this story with a single source? 
One of the main features of the Destruction of the 
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European Jews, to quote the title of the famous book by 
Raul Hilberg, is that the destruction of the people and 
the destruction of proof have been realised at the same 
moment. 


But the nazis declared openly their wish to do away with 
the Jews? 

The history of the destruction of the Jews and of a 
number of Gypsies is not something the Nazis boasted 
about. They were, in a way, proud of it, but they were 
conscious that it was so exceptional they tried to hide it 
not only from the victims who had, like in an ancient 
sacrifice, to give a kind of consent, not only from the 
people among whom the Jews lived, either as citizens or 
foreigners, but also from the German people, and even 
from the executioners themselves who generally didn't 
see what they did. 

A most extraordinary document concerning this topic 
is the speech by Heinrich Himmler (Reichsfiihrer SS, 
commander of the Waffen SS and the second most 
powerful man in Hitler’s Third Reich) in Posen (Poznan) 
on 6 October 1943, a speech given in front of the 
Reichsleiter and the Gauleiter, that is to say, the high 
aristocracy of the Nazi party. He said: “We have been 
obliged to take a radical decision: to make this people to 
disappear from the earth,” but, and I quote, “This simple 
sentence: the Jews must be suppressed” [in German: 
ausgerottet}| is, according to Himmler, “easier to 
enunciate than to put into practice with the consent of 
everyone. Every German has his good Jew.” So Himmler 
was compelled to do the job secretly, and as far as 
possible without leaving traces. 


The gas chambers? 

The gas chambers, which began to function in 
Auschwitz during summer 1942, were both the weapons 
in the crime and the negation of it. This seems 
paradoxical but it is not: the gas chambers are an 
anonymous instrument of murder. Nobody is 
responsible. 


Who then is the murderer? 

The physician who makes the selection, the detainee 
who leads the mass of condemned people towards the 
crematorium, the SS men who bring the Zyklon B gas 
under the Red Cross flag? Nobody is the executioner 
because everybody is, and it is this that makes all kinds 
of denial easy. 


What do the documents say? 

They were written in coded language, a double 
meaning. One is what Eichmann during his trial called 
Amtssprache, administrative language, in which the 
killing of people in gas chambers is called 
Sonderbehandlung, special treatment, or simply SB. 
But SB can also mean entertainment in a first-class 
hotel, a point made by Ernst Kaltenbrunner (leader of 
the Austrian SS, later head of the Gestapo and in charge 
of the Nazi concentration camps) during the Nuremberg 
trials, and this makes denial easy. But when we speak of 
coded language, we are also speaking of the complete 
inversion of values. 


And what happened to the gas chambers? 

The equipment was systematically destroyed by the 
Nazis themselves at the end of 1943 in the killing centres 
of Chelmno, Belzec, Sobibor and Treblinka. This was 
also the case, at the end of 1944, in Auschwitz. 

When the war was over, everything was ready for the 
destruction of memory, everything except the living 
memory of the witnesses who had unexpectedly 
survived. In 1945 nobody could seriously try to deny a 
crime which, paradoxically, nobody could truly 
measure. The defendants at the Nuremberg Trials didn’t 
try to deny the facts but each, with the exception of 
Speer, tried to reject his own responsibility. The Nazis 
had foreseen everything except the crushing character 
of their defeat. Nobody imagined that in their defeat 
they had left behind a delayed-action bomb, which is 
now called revisionism or Holocaust denial. 


Who are the deniers? 

When one goes to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem and 
examines the various editions of Richard Harwood’s 
pamphlet, Did Six Million Really Die? or the books 
by Arthur Butz, Wilhelm Staglich, Robert Faurisson, 
Thies Christophersen, David Irving, etc, one may get the 
impression of an international enterprise. David Irving 
was the only one trained as a historian. Butz, my former 
colleague at Northwestern University, is a teacher of 
computer science, Faurisson is a specialist in French 
literature. 


Is there any scientific value in their writings? 
Revisionism’s contribution to knowledge of those times 
is non-existent. The result is that no scientific discussion 
is possible with these people. Would an astronomer 
discuss with a man who says the moon is made of 
cheese and that the only problem is whether it is made 
of Camembert or Roquefort? But Raul Hilberg, who is 
the very opposite of a revisionist, once said that these 
rascals may prove useful insofar as they oblige 
historians to check their methods and results seriously. 


In what countries is denial mainly concentrated these 
days? 

For obvious reasons, Germany is number one. It is 
where revisionist books have the widest circulation. 
These books are aimed at a specialised public: the heirs 
of the Nazis and the survivors of the Nazi era. 


Revisionism comes in various forms. Radical denial 
that the Nazis killed no Jews at all. 

There is also a moderate form of revisionism: that the 
death of the Jews is an act of war. The Jews had declared 
war on Germany as is “proven” from a copy of the Daily 
Express from 1933, so it is natural for Hitler to make war 
against the Jews. The destruction of the Warsaw ghetto 
was a consequence of the insurrection not its cause. 
That was Himmler’s argument. 

These publications are extremely numerous — and it 
does not seem that recent laws have stopped the flood — 
but they are quite rarely mentioned in the media or in 
parliament. 

The second place is the USA and Canada. Here the big 
money can be found as can some of the major 
publications, for instance the book by Ernst Ztindel, 
a Canadian nazi: Did Six Million Really Die? Report of the 
Evidence, published with a preface by my compatriot 
and ex-schoolmate, Robert Faurisson. In the USA, you 
can find the Liberty Lobby, which financed the 
revisionist Journal of Historical Review. Here the denial 
of the Holocaust has taken classical form, a harmonious 
mixture of anti-communism, antisemitism, hatred of 
black people and of democrats. These people have tried 
to be taken as serious historians, by buying the card 
index of the American Historical Association and 
putting advertisements in student periodicals. In spite 
of this, the denial of Holocaust is not as widespread in 
the USA, Canada or Australia as in Germany. 

The third region is France and a part of western 
Europe, Britain, Belgium and Italy. In France, one can 
speak of a real danger because a political party had, 
before it fortunately split apart, gathered together all the 
varieties of the extreme-right, from the disciples of 
Charles Maurras (French political theorist, a major 
intellectual influence in early 20th century Europe 
whose “integral nationalism’ anticipated some of the 
ideas of fascism) to those of Adolf Hitler. This party was 
credited until recently with 15% in the polls and didn't 
hide in its press, and in the speeches of its leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, that it was on the side of the Assassins 
of Memory. For Le Pen, the gas chambers are merely 
“a detail of the history of the Second World War”. 


How do the Arabs relate to Holocaust denial? 

That the conflict with Israel should lead to various forms 
of antisemitism in the Arabic world was predictable. 
The most rabid are in Saudi Arabia, which has published 
the infamous Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 


What about the Palestinians? 

It seems to me that they are attracted by two extreme 
attitudes. One is the denial of the Holocaust, of which 
there are various examples. The second is the 
identification of their own history with the destiny of the 
Jews. Everybody has noticed that the Declaration of 
Independence of the Palestinian people in November 
1988 is almost a copy of the Declaration of 
Independence of Israel 40 years earlier. | heard Yasser 
Arafat express the idea that the Palestinian people knew 
perfectly what the Holocaust was because they 
experienced it every day. My protest was published in 
Le Monde and reproduced in a Palestinian journal. 


Will there be a time when people like Butz, Faurisson and 
Irving will look like innocent jokers, like those who are 
looking for the Loch Ness monster? 
Neither you nor I will live long enougi i to see e this time 
But someday, perhaps. ae 
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FRANCE 
Justice catches up with 
Auschwitz doctor 


A Paris appeal court has found the last surviving former 
doctor at the Auschwitz death camp guilty of endorsing 
war crimes and inciting racial hatred, but ruled he 
should not be sentenced on grounds of senility. 
Hans Miinch, 89, had said on a French radio programme 
in 1998 that Gypsies killed in the Nazi gas chambers had 
been “miserable nothings” who had let their children 
starve to death at Auschwitz. “It was the only solution, 
sending them to the gas chambers,” he declared. 

The court, which issued its verdict in October, said it 
would review its ruling on sentencing if Mtinch’s mental 
condition improved. The judges also ordered Miinch to 
pay symbolic damages of one franc (9p) to each of the 
human rights and concentration camp victims’ 
organisations that brought the case. Miinch, who lives 
in Bavaria, was tried in Poland in 1947 with 40 others for 
his role at Auschwitz and was the only one acquitted. 


GERMANY 
SS butcher pursued in Germany 


German prosecutors carried out a detailed search and 
seized documents at the Hamburg apartment of former SS 
officer Friedrich Engel in late October. Engel, 92, is known 
in Italy as the Butcher of Genoa. A Turin court convicted him 
and sentenced him to life imprisonment in absentia in 
1999 for murdering Italian partisans and civilians in the 
north of the country. His crimes included the massacre of 
147 partisans in April 1944 and 59 political prisoners the 
following month. 

Because German law does not permit extradition of a 
German citizen, Engel has remained at liberty. However, 
German state prosecutors have opened an investigation 
and questioned him several times. In an interview with the 
Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera, Engel claimed the 59 
prisoners were executed as a reprisal for a partisan attack 
at a cinema in Genoa. 


HUNGARY 
Few condemn fascism 


Only 500 people demonstrated in Budapest last 
month against the growth of fascism in Hungary, 
in response to an appeal by the Hungarian League 
of Resistance Fighters and Anti-Fascists (MEASZ). 
The demonstration was held on the anniversary of the 
accession to power of the Hungarian Nazi movement, 
the Arrow Cross, 57 years ago. At a rally, attended by 
several historians, speakers roundly condemned the 
activities of Istvan Csurka and his fascist Hungarian 
Life and Justice Party (MIEP), especially their anti- 
Jewish outbursts. 
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SLOVAKIA 
Skinheads arrested at hate gig 


Slovak nazi skinheads staged a concert in the memory of 
lan Stuart Donaldson, the founder of Blood and Honour. 
The gig was attended by key activists of B&H’s rivals, the 
Hammerskin Nation. The hate rock bands that played 
included Intimidation One and Max Resist from USA, 
Beowulf from the Czech Republic and Justicia and Death 
Warrant from Slovakia. 

The event, officially organised by “Celtic Tradition”, 
and attended by 500 nazis, was the biggest hate music 
event ever held in Slovakia. For the first time, the police, 
who have previously merely monitored nazi concerts, 
intervened and made a number of arrests. 


CROATIA 
Fascists storm disco 


A gang of 80 Croatian fascists stormed a Zagreb 
discotheque on 29 October, injuring 20 guests and 
wrecking furniture and fittings. The attack was a protest at 
a favourable television documentary about Milko Djurovski, 
a Croatian footballer who played for Red Star Belgrade, 
a club supported by Serbs and hated by Croatian 
nationalists. Police who arrived at the scene reported 
that many of the injured were seriously hurt. Skinhead 
groups in Zagreb are notorious for their attacks on Roma 
and migrants. 


GERMANY 
Forward march...and march... 
and march 


German nazis were hoping for 3,000 to 4,000 
participants at what they promised would be their 
biggest march in Berlin since the Second World War on 
1 December. The German National Democratic Party 
(NPD) demonstration was intended as part of renewed 
fascist protests at the reopening of the Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht exhibition. 

Other recent demonstrations have produced mixed 
results for the nazis. On 3 October, almost 1,000 nazis 
marched in Leipzig, protected by 3,000 police, despite 
fierce protests from anti-fascists, 14 of whom were 
injured. A week earlier, in Nuremberg, several thousand 
anti-fascists brought an attempted march by 350 NPD 
members to an abrupt halt. NPD marches the same day 
in Oldenburg and Heidelberg also met opposition and 
49 anti-fascists were arrested in the three cities. 
Nazi street activity has grown considerably with 249 
marches by the NPD or its rival Freie Kameradschaften 
since 1997. Last year, 14 of the 56 marches held had 
more than 1,000 nazis present. So far this year there 
have been 68 nazi demonstrations. 





SWEDEN 


From Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


Expo mole 
stings National 
Democrats 


THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATS (ND), the latest addition 
to Sweden's racist right, dramatically announced in 
November that their “security branch” had “exposed an 
infiltrator in the party”. The “infiltrator” in question was 
Daniel Poohl, an associate of Expo, Searchlight’s 
Swedish equivalent, who, the ND claimed, “had been 
unmasked before he found out any secrets”. 

Poohl, who had worked for one year at Army News, a 
magazine for conscript soldiers, and as a contributor to 
the popular youth magazine Chili, was amused by the 
ND’s “exposure” and by the fact that their security 
branch only caught on four weeks after Expo had ended 
the operation and he had severed all connections 
with the party. “From sources inside the ND,” Poohl 
says, “we know they only started to worry when the 
mobile phone number I was using was suddenly 
disconnected.” 

The ND were formed earlier this year as a radical 
splinter from the “suit-and-tie” racist Sweden 
Democrats (SD). Led by Anders Steen, a former SD 
councillor, and Tor Paulsson, a former SD national 
organiser, the ND claim the SD have “betrayed the 
nationalist cause” and sold out to “Zionism”. The SD, on 
the other hand, claim that Steen and Paulsson “suspect 
freemasons or Jews behind every corner”. 

For Expo, the SD-ND split was inconvenient because 
the magazine was busy completing production of a 
book about the SD, to be published at the end of 
November. Unable to research the new outfit by 
conventional means, the book’s two authors suggested 
to Poohl, who had just started working for Expo, that he 
should join the ND, documenting their political birth 
and planned activities. 

Following the script, Poohl was welcomed by the 
party’s leaders and suddenly entrusted with recording 
the ND’s activities on video for what was supposed to 
become a propaganda film. The party even helpfully 
provided him with a video camera, opening the doors of 
its internal education seminars and party activities and 
allowing him to interview its leaders. 

In September Poohl was asked to travel with the party 
leaders to Prague and later to the Deutsche Volksunion’s 
annual rally in Passau, Germany. In Prague, the ND 
delegation mingled cheerfully with nazi skinheads and 
held formal meetings with Philip Vavra, unofficial leader 
of the National Socialist Bloc and_ personal 
representative of William Pierce, author of the terrorist 
bible, The Turner Diaries. 

Asked to comment on his months as a “mole”, Poohl 
said: “Seen from the outside, the National Democrats 
are building suit-and-tie respectability. Open racism 
and conspiracy theories are never published openly. 
The first impression is, therefore, of a party with radical 
conservative ideas but not immediately racist.” 


He warns, however: “For those who think the ND are 
democratic, I recommend spending some time with the 
activists behind closed doors, where the most open 
vulgar racism is spread. The first party meeting, when I 
became a member, was closed to the media and the 
general public. At the meeting openly antisemitic 
material was sold, such as David Cole’s book, 
The Auschwitz Hoax, and other hardcore revisionist 
material.” 

Poohl’s infiltration ended in mid-October, the day the 
book went to the printers but, he explains: “That same 
day I was invited by the ND’s chief ideologist Vavra Suk to 
visit the party’s secret headquarters, a privilege granted 
only to the most trustworthy activists. They even wanted 
me to became part of their permanent staff. Filming the 
inside of the party headquarters became my last job 
during the infiltration.” 

Poohl’s story was broadcast on Swedish television on 
29 November and Searchlight’s January edition will 
include a major feature on how the ND were “stung”. 


(right) Tor 
Paulsson former 
Sweden 
Democrats 
organiser 


(left) Anders 
Steen former 
Sweden 
Democrats 
councillor 


(below) Daniel 
Poohl (left), 
anti-fascist 
mole, with 
Harry Edlund, a 
senior National 
Democrats 
organiser 
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From Tammy Wild in Hoyerswerda 


Hoyerswerda 
ten years on 


AT NOON ON 17 September 1991, a dozen skinheads 
launched a violent attack on Vietnamese street traders 
on Hoyerswerda’s main square. When their victims 
resisted, the skinheads, tailed by two police cars, moved 
on to a block of windswept, grey concrete flats for 
Mozambican contract workers in the Albert-Schweitzer- 
Strasse. Bawling “Germany for the Germans, foreigners 
out”, they hurled bricks, bottles and firebombs at the 
building to the amusement and applause of around 150 
local residents. 

These ugly scenes were repeated over the following 
nights as the skinheads were reinforced by a travelling 
circus of nazis from Leipzig, Dresden and Hamburg. 

By 21 September the situation was so out of control 
that the 100 or so Mozambicans were peremptorily 
bussed to Frankfurt airport and flown home, still owed 
money by their employer for the premature termination 
of their contacts. 

The mob then turned its attention to a refugee centre 
occupied by about 240 asylum-seekers in the Thomas- 
Miinzer-Strasse. There, Thomas Schmitz, a Christian 
Democrat (CDU) regional councillor, told them that 
the area was “overburdened with the reception of 
asylum-seekers”. 

On 22 September, a convoy of anti-fascists arrived 
from Berlin to support the besieged refugees. The next 
day the regional council sent a fleet of buses to escort 
the refugees — to the loud cheers and jeers of residents — 
out of the town to be distributed hastily around Saxony. 

The pogrom was over but not its consequences. 
In February 1992, three skinheads from Hoyerswerda 
were convicted of leading the attacks and given 
suspended sentences but proceedings against 25 others 
were dropped. 

Reflecting on his living nightmare of ten years ago, 
Emmanuel, a refugee from Ghana, rarely thinks of the 
howling mob that invaded his home and bombarded it 
with stones, Molotov cocktails and other missiles. 

Now 45, Emmanuel says “At that time, we were really 
in fear for our lives”. Even before the racist onslaught of 
September 1991, life for the refugees, who had been 
dumped in Saxony from Hanover, was unbearable. 

Pointing to a crippled finger, Emmanuel explains that 
it is a lasting reminder of how he was set upon by a gang 
of skinheads while walking to church. Describing the 
survival strategy adopted by African asylum-seekers, 
he says: “We tried to make ourselves as inconspicuous 
as possible but it wasn’t much use”. 

After a week of racist attacks, it was the Hoyerswerda 
district administration that ordered the evacuations. 
Before that the police had sharply criticised Wolfgang 
Schmitz, a CDU regional councillor, and Hoyerswerda’s 
CDU mayor, Armin Arendt, because it took them a week 
even to inspect the scene of the pogrom. 

The evacuation from Hoyerswerda was the start of a 
day-long odyssey across Saxony for Emmanuel. “Nobody”, 
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he says, told us where we were being taken.” Finally, when 
the buses stopped at a barracks on the edge of a forest near 
Meissen, the refugees did not want to get out. 

Only threats from the police induced them to move 
into their new home but the next day the refugees 
decided to make their own way to Berlin. “That was the 
right thing to do,” Emmanuel still believes today, 
because only a few days later firebombs were hurled 
into the building in Meissen. 

It was ten years before Emmanuel could be persuaded 
to revisit Hoyerswerda. He found a town whose 
population has shrunk from 70,000 to 48,000. Whole 
housing estates stand empty and unemployment is a 
steady 25%. 

But even now one hardly sees foreigners. Only 394 
foreigners — most of these ethnic Germans from eastern 
Europe — are registered in the town. Standing in front of 
his former home, Emmanuel notes that at least the front 
of the building has had “a friendlier lick of paint”. 

Quickly he becomes the object of curiosity. A 12-year- 
old says shyly that he only knows black people from 
seeing them on television. Two young men come up and 
ask Emmanuel questions. In 1991, they were ten years 
old and have no sympathy for the skinheads or those 
who cheered them on. 

If one asks passers-by in Hoyerswerda today about 
the events of a decade ago, one hears regret and 
even apologies but also, again and again, the plea: 
“We couldn't do anything. The real wire-pullers came 
from Leipzig and Hamburg, not from here,” a view also 
represented by Horst-Dieter Brahmig, the present 
mayor. A member of the left-wing Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS), Brahmig bids Emmanuel a warm 
welcome and tells him: “You are safe here”. 

To mark the tenth anniversary of the pogrom the town 
organised a “Week of Action for Greater Tolerance”. 
Among the guests was Klaus Hardraht, Saxony’s Interior 
Minister. However, neither Ernesto Milice, the only 
Mozambican contract worker to have stayed in 
Hoyerswerda —- he runs a thriving furniture business 
with 12 employees — nor any former refugees or contract 
workers were invited. 

Braéhmig wants to change the negative image of what 
was labelled “the first foreigner-free town in Germany”. 
“Here,” he insists, “there are hardly any right-wingers’, 
a view shared by the internal secret service, the 
Verfassungsschutz. 

Young left-wingers dispute this: “It is true they don’t 
run around the streets with baseball bats any more but 
the potential is still there,” they say. In particular they 
point to the nazi Kameradschaft Hoyerswerda, which 
plays a full part in developing right-wing extremist 
infrastructures in the region. 

They recall, too, the long failure of the town to come to 
grips with right-wing extremism, together with the 
horrific death of 23-year-old Mike Zerna in March 1993, 
when fascists attacked a left-wing concert. “That,” they 
state bitterly, “was dismissed as a spat between rival 
youth gangs.” 

For Emmanuel, the visit to Hoyerswerda was, 
nevertheless, worthwhile. “I wanted to see whether 
anything had changed in human hearts.” He is glad to 
hear Brahmig assure him that scenes like 1991 will never 
be repeated and invite him to return. 

“In the final analysis one can only tackle racism with 
education,” he says, accepting the mayor’s invitation, 
before getting into his car and driving back to the town 
in Hesse where he has lived with his family and worked 
as a car body repairer for several years. 





From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Band arrests mark 
new departure in 
law enforcement 


THREE MEMBERS of Landser, the nazi hate music band, 
have been remanded in custody following their arrest at the 
beginning of October under Germany's tough gang-busting 
laws. The warrants, which allege that the band’s members 
are “suspected of membership of a criminal association”, 
were based on Paragraph 129 of the penal code and 
marked the first time that the Federal Prosecutor’s Office 
has targeted a band in this way. 

Landser is accused of incitement of several serious 
crimes, including calling for violence against the left, 
migrants and others who do not fit the nazis’ twisted world 
view. A fourth band member has been released. 

The band’s manager, Jan Werner from Chemnitz, who 
was responsible for distributing its latest CD, To the enemy!, 
through his mail-order business, Movement Records, has 
also been hauled into custody. Three weeks after the first 
arrests, the lead singer of the Potsdam band Proissenheads 
was arrested on similar charges. 

Landser, which belongs to the German Blood and Honour 
Division Germany network, which was outlawed _ in 
September 2000, has since the early 1990s contributed 
crucially to the growth of extremely racist and antisemitic 
hate music among far-right youth. All five of its 
clandestinely produced CDs are on the national index of 
banned music but its notoriety has endowed the band with 
an image of secrecy and militancy that it has carefully 
cultivated in the nazi scene. 

Among those under investigation are lead singer Michael 
Regener, 36, nicknamed Lunikoff after a vodka brand of the 
same name, and 34-year-old Jean-René Bauer from Berlin, 
a former member of a nazi rocker gang called The Vandals, 
led by the notorious Berlin thug, Arnulf Winfried Priem. 
Last summer, Bauer was sentenced to ten months’ 
probation for handling a sniper’s rifle intended for use by 
nazis in Konigs Wusterhausen, a small town near Berlin, 
in attacks on left-wingers. 

The case was brought after police rounded up a so-called 
“national revolutionary cell” of nazis from Berlin and 








Brandenburg who had conspired to carry out arson attacks 
on left-wing youth projects in Berlin and pipe-bomb assaults 
on young anti-fascists in Konigs Wusterhausen. The plot, 
to which Blood and Honour activists were also privy, was 
exposed because one of those involved was also an 
informer for the Brandenburg branch of the internal secret 
service, the Verfassungsschutz. 

Christian Wenndorf, 22, from Potsdam, whose role was to 
facilitate contacts between Landser and Proissenheads and 
to rent practice rooms for Landser, is also under 
investigation as is guitarist Andre Méricke. Moricke was 
present when To the enemy! was recorded in Denmark. 
To conceal any indication of where the CDs were pressed, 
the nazis removed their serial numbers. 

The current police investigation into the production and 
distribution of Landser CDs is not the first. In 1998, Martin 
Richter from Berlin and Torben Klebe from Hamburg were 
handed suspended sentences for selling the band’s Rock 
against the top. In summer several state police agencies 
opened enquiries into the distribution and sales structures 
behind To the enemy! and discovered that of the 
approximately 5,000 CDs pressed, around 3,000 are 
already in circulation. The number of unofficial copies 
might, however, be substantially higher. 

Landser’s notoriety has given the band cult status and 
enabled its members to travel widely. In the past 15 months 
they have visited the USA where they sealed a deal with 
Panzerfaust Records in Minnesota for production of a Best 
Of Landser CD. 

Since the arrests, Landser CDs have been touted on 
Scandinavian nazi websites and by Gary Lauck’s NDSDAP- 
AO in the USA. With very small manufacturing costs of 
about £1.60 per CD and a sale price of up to £10, the 
band and the nazi movement can reckon on big profits. 

Meanwhile, the nazi movement in Germany is merrily 
flouting the preliminary investigation of Landser and the 
prohibition of Blood and Honour. Bands are raising their 
profiles by appearing at nazi demonstrations, such as in 
Leipzig on 3 November, in a bid to circumvent bans and 
keep their young followers on the boil. 

What practical effect the current official investigation into 
Landser will have is unclear. Despite previous attempts at 
crackdowns, more than 100 German nazi bands have 
ensured over the past decade that the market for “musical 
accompaniment to murder and manslaughter” continues to 
be well supplied. 
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FRANCE 


Tensions rise 
in MNR as Vial 





leaves party 


From Esbé for SCALP-REFLEX in Paris 


PIERRE VIAL, one of the most prominent figures in the 
Mouvement National Républicain (MNR), left the party 
in October in a move that has added to difficulties inside 
Bruno Mégret'’s nationalist splinter movement but at the 
same time enabled the MNR to refine its strategy for 
the coming elections. 

During the annual conference of the far-right “cultural 
association’, Terre et Peuple (Land and People), held in 
Paris on 7 October, Vial, its president, publicly distanced 
himself from his party’s pro-Nato position by declaring 
that he could be counted out of those “who are rallying 


Who is Pierre Vial? | 


Born in 1942, Pierre Vial teaches mediaeval history 
at the University of Lyon III and is a member of the 
very controversial Institute of Indo-European 
Studies (IEIE). He is, however, more noted for being 
the main mouthpiece of paganism in the far right 
than for his academic prowess. 

Vial’s idol is the infamous Marc Augier, better 
known as Saint-Loup, the founder of the war-time 
collaborationist magazine La Gerbe, who later 
became the editor of Devenir, the official journal of 
the French Charlemagne Division of Hitler’s Waffen 
SS. Supported by his Nazi friends at the end of the 
war, Augier fled first to Rio de Janeiro and then to 
Argentina, to escape a death sentence imposed in 
1946. After returning to Europe in 1951, he was 
granted an amnesty in 1953 and relaunched 
his career as a journalist and apologist of the 
French Waffen SS and later the racist Smith regime 
in Rhodesia. 

In 1980, Augier sponsored the French nazi group 
CEDADE (not to be confused with the better known 
Spanish organisation with the same acronym) in 
Aix-en-Provence. By the time he died at the end of 
the 1980s, he was acknowledged as the spiritual 
father of the fascist think-tank GRECE. Vial drew 
from Augier his pagan inspiration and his vision of 
a Europe that “must be reconsidered by starting 
Lacelivies tat-eeae) io] (oy=i(er-] |\vaemcelelare(c(eeemerend(e)s Mmme) ama e) [oo le F 
races and soil”. 

Vial made his own political debut in Jeune Nation 
in 1958. The group was dissolved the same year. 
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behind the US crusade” in Afghanistan and that “the 
liberation of Europe could only happen if the countries 
of Europe took their leave of Nato”. 

Vial, who was an elected councillor in the Rhéne- 
Alpes region and a member of the MNR’s leadership, 
believes that the biggest danger to Europe in the future 
lies in what he terms “ethnic war”. He has also voiced 
public criticism of Mégret’s strategy for next year’s 
presidential elections by expressing suspicion that 
Mégret might be ready to back the Gaullist incumbent, 
Jacques Chirac, in the second round of the ballot 
“in order to block the left”. Interviewed by journalists, 
Vial went as far as to suggest that he might refuse to 
add his signature to the list of elected representatives 
that Mégret desperately needs in order to get onto the 
ballot paper. 

Vial’s statements proved altogether too much for the 
MNR’s leader, who promptly rushed out a letter to his 
party’s leading officials on 11 October declaring that Vial 
had been sacked for “maliciously damaging the party by 
wearing his heart on his sleeve’. Mégret further 
denounced Vial for his involvement with Terre et Peuple 
which “placed him outside the MNR”. Mégret confirmed 
his decision at a meeting of the party’s national 
committee on 13 and 14 October, after Vial had 
addressed it. 

Vial’s removal will lead to some changes. It will enable 
the MNR to ratify its policy on the war in Afghanistan by 
affirming that the main enemy of the “European 
peoples” is “Islamism” — a concept that follows closely 
the “clash of civilisations” doctrine of the right-wing US 
political theorist, Samuel Huntington — and that the 


He also took part in the creation of the Nationalist 
Party in 1959. After it was banned, Vial hung around 
a number of far-right splinter groups and was active 
in committees of support for the fascist magazine 
Europe-Action. A co-founder of GRECE in 1968, by the 
following year Vial was directing its History 
Commission. After holding various posts, he became 
secretary-general of GRECE from 1978 to 1984 and 
edited its journal Eléments. 

By 1984, Vial’s political horizons had broadened and 
he quit the general secretaryship of GRECE, joining 
the Front National in 1988. He quickly became a 
member of its central committee and scientific 
council. 

Eventually elected FN vice-president, Vial became 
an member of the Rhdéne-Alpes regional council’s 
cultural commission. Vial’s main impact in the FN 
stemmed from his support of New Right ideas and his 
vocal support for paganism. In public life he 
established a power base in Villeurbanne where he got 
18% in the 1993 parliamentary elections and 21.5% 
in the 1997 parliamentary elections. 

These successes, however, availed him little. 
After the conflict between Mégret and Le Pen erupted 
into a split at the end of 1998, Le Pen suspended Vial 
on 7 December 1998 for “treason” following vitriolic 
exchanges between them. At the FN’s congress in 
Marignane in January 1999, the Le Pen faction 
somewhat incongruously branded Vial and his friends 
“racists”. 

Despite playing an important part in the FN split, 
Vial was quick to voice his reservations over the 
MNR’s electoral prospects. Vial also rejects Mégret’s 
French nationalist and “republican” position on the 





American “globalists” are merely “secondary enemies’. 
This convenient ploy by Mégret’s dwindling band of 
activists is aimed at exploiting to the maximum the fears 
of far-right voters. 

In terms of the far right as a whole, Vial’s exit marks 
a further distancing of the MNR from its hated rival, 
the Front National (FN), led by Jean-Marie Le Pen, who 
has declared that “Chirac is Jospin, only worse’. It is an 
expression of Mégret’s hope of being accepted by the 
traditional right with the claim that Jospin and the left 
are the main enemies in France. 

The departure of Vial, whose temperament is almost 
as sulphurous as Le Pen’s, can only assist Mégret’s efforts 
to bed down with the mainstream right and to endow 
the fascist MNR with a certain amount of surface 
respectability. 

A number of Vial’s allies have remained in the MNR 
but it is difficult to estimate how many. Rumours, largely 
slanderous, have been spread inside the MNR to the 
effect that Vial might be about to establish a far-right 
outfit of his own. His future, however, is uncertain. It is 
unlikely that he will decamp to the nationalist- 
revolutionaries of Unité Radicale (UR), whose leader, 
Christian Bouchet, cannot abide Vial’s refusal of the 
hand extended to him by the UR, his previous role in 
undermining the UR’s efforts inside the MNR and Vial’s 
authoritarian personality. 

In these circumstances, the greatest likelihood is that 
Vial, a vocal admirer of the Waffen SS, will concentrate 
on his work in the domain of fascist “culture” and 
“communitarianism” and on extending his knowledge 
of pagan dancing and singing in the forest. 


issue of Corsica and prefers “ethnic” regionalism. 
Vial’s emphasis on “ethnicity” is somewhat of a 
hindrance to Mégret’s search for respectability. 

His resignation from the MNR is not really a 
surprise when one examines the ideas espoused by 
Terre et Peuple. Vial argues that “on the one side, 
there is a globalist, universalist, cosmopolitan 
ideology” and, on the other, a world view that is 
“rooted, communitarian and popular”. Between 
these two irreconcilable forces, he claims, a war 
started a long time ago, “the war of the forest 
peoples against the desert tribes” (the Jews 
and Christians). 

Vial’s ideas are set out clearly in Terre et Peuple’s 
programme, in which he makes a lengthy literary 
excursion into the forest of Brocéliande in search of 
Merlin the Wizard, writes about the mysticism 
of the solstice and dwells on the achievements of 
the Gauls. 

Behind all this esoteric rubbish hides a political 
objective. “To carry out the cultural war effectively, 
to be conscious of the stakes it represents, it is 
necessary”, he says, “to know who we are, where 
we come from, what we carry in us and then to 
acquire the working methods needed to be good 
political soldiers, acting in concert.” 

This mixture of mystical presentation and 
hardline racial-nationalist politics is what lies 
behind Vial’s suggestion that nationalists might 
have to take up armed struggle. As he told a 
conference of the fascist student organisation 
Renouveau Etudiant, “it is not prohibited to think 
that history will lead us sooner or later to 
rediscover the more traditional forms of combat”. 
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NETHERLANDS 


From Jeroen Bosch for Anti-Fascist 
Action in Utrecht 


Our new Dutch 
correspondent, 
Jeroen Bosch, gives 
an overview of the 
Dutch far right. 


THE DEFEAT of the extreme-right-wing Centrum Democrats 
(CD) in the local and parliamentary elections of 1998 left 
the way clear for a plethora of tiny far-right groups to vie for 
the right-wing vote. 

Although the CD still occupies a council seat in 
Schiedam, its elected member never shows up and 
apparently feels politically extremely lonely. There is in 
reality little to sustain him because the CD effectively 
collapsed after its battering at the polls. Not all its members 
abandoned politics. Some opted to become active in the 
New National Party (NNP), which is a successor to the 
outlawed fascist party, CP’86. But Hans Janmaat, the long- 
time leader of the CD, did quit, handing over parts of his 
party archive to the International Institute of Social History 
before trying his hand at a novel, which nobody wanted to 
publish. He is not expected to return to political life. 
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The ranks of the Nederlands Blok (NB), the Dutch 
partner of the Belgian Vlaams Blok, have also been quiet 
after Wim Vreeswijk, The Netherlands’ longest sitting 
extreme right-wing politician, lost his seat in Utrecht a year 
ago. Some of the NB’s most active members defected to 
the NNP leaving the party’s leader in a state of despair. 
There will be no more elections in Utrecht, home of the 
party’s headquarters, for the next five years, and keeping 
the party alive for that long will be an uphill task. 

The NB also faces stiff competition from a party called 
Leefbaar Utrecht (loosely translated as Liveable Utrecht), 
which has became the biggest party in the city, having 
appeared virtually from nowhere. Leefbaar Utrecht has a 
national organisation called Leefbaar Nederland (LN), which 
is hoping to contest the parliamentary elections on 15 May 
next year and win at least 10 seats. 

LN demagogically combines a restrictive asylum policy, 
populist slogans (Such as calling for a laptop computer for 
every school student) and one-line solutions to complex 
social and environmental problems, with a frontal attack on 
mainstream politics. The party leadership wants to put up 
Pim Fortuyn as its leading candidate in the elections. This 
right-wing populist, whose ambition is to be Prime Minister, 
has raged against The Netherlands’ multicultural society for 
the past eight years, in the pages of the centre-right 
magazine Elsevier. 

Fortuyn can bring millions of euros to the party to 
advance his so-called “cold war against Islam”, a policy now 
under legal challenge from three organisations in 
Rotterdam, where he lives. If LN chooses him as its top 
candidate at the end of November, he is expected to launch 
a campaign to manipulate and mobilise unease in the 
Dutch population about migrants, refugees and Islam. 

Meanwhile, the NNP is also looking for a way to 
distinguish itself from Fortuyn’s populism. It will attempt 
to take part in next March’s local elections in Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, The Hague, Delft, Zwijndrecht, Leeuwarden and 
Zwolle. The NNP. which is small with a core of perhaps 20 
activists and a further 300 members on paper, still has the 
same chairman, Henk Ruitenberg, and programme as 
the banned CP’86, but so far Korthals, the Justice Minister, 
has shown no sign of enforcing his own law by banning this 
party as well. 

Another fascist party, the Dutch Peoples Union (NVU), 
also wants to participate in next year’s local elections. 
The hardcore nazi duo, Constant Kusters and Eite Homan, 
along with a leading German nazi activist Christian Malcoci, 
have recently taken over leadership of this outfit, ousting 
Joop Glimmerveen, a fascist old-timer. 

Kusters and Homan have a long history of working with 
German nazis and have organised Rudolf Hess memorial 
marches near the German border. The NVU, which has a 
core of about 30 activists, staged a 15-minute 
demonstration with heavy police protection in Kerkrade on 
24 March. Some 3,000 people from Kerkrade and the 
neighbouring town of Herzogenrath, mobilised by Anti- 
Fascist Action, took to the streets in protest at the mainly 
German nazi demonstration. 

The NVU wants to stand in the elections in Kerkrade as 
well as in Arnhem, where Kusters lives, and Rotterdam. 
However, the party has not shown much sign of life recently, 
not least because of Kusters’s recent imprisonment. He will 
be released in December and the NVU’s activities are likely 
then to be stepped up for the next year’s elections. 

Some non-electoral far-right groups are also active. 
After disappearing from parliament and local councils, 
a group of right-wing extremists have tried to develop a 
strategy to focus their political ideas on winning power. 

With help from Filip Dewinter, leader of the Belgian 


Vlaams Blok, they have been trying to organise a broad 
base in the organisation Voorpost under the leadership of 
two former CP’86 activists, Tim Mudde and Marcel Ruter. 
Voorpost clings doggedly to the strategies of the New Right 
in France, especially those of Alain de Benoist, in its 
attempts to gain influence through so-called “meta- 
politics”, by which it means training right-wingers in history, 
debate and ideology and distributing leaflets, posters and 
stickers with populist extreme right-wing slogans. 

Voorpost managed to organise a few meetings, cultural 
events and ad hoc activities, before it came up against 
a campaign by Anti-Fascist Action in May 1999, when 
one of its international summer camps was discovered. 
Three hundred anti-fascists besieged the camp, forcing the 
Voorpost campers to take to their heels. The group has still 
not recovered from this humiliating defeat. 

Voorpost’s youth or “student” organisation has more or 
less rejected the main group’s line and last December 
began a sit-in at a huge former military complex in 
Eindhoven, in the south of The Netherlands. These activists, 
from the Nationalist Students Eindhoven (NSE), then 
launched a campaign against left-wingers in the city, 
infiltrating a left-wing youth organisation for a couple of 
weeks and causing a nuisance with their posters and 
stickers. 

At the former military base, they organised a nationalist 
youth rally, some benefit gigs with fascist bands and some 
other concerts. Their concert hall was mysteriously 
destroyed during the summer. The NSE remains in its 
“squat” but has been prevented from organising anything 
outside it. Local anti-racist organisations, meanwhile, are 
trying to pressurise Eindhoven’s mayor and the city council 
to evict the group. 

Another group attempting to raise its profile in The 
Netherlands is a new organisation called Stormfront. 
Founded by two NVU defectors who were fed up with 
Kusters’s iron discipline, Stormfront has a loose structure 
and is prepared to fight for its place on the streets. Some 
of Stormfront’s members have been involved in spraying 
nazi slogans and swastikas at a Jewish cemetery near 
Oosterhout. 

Stormfront activists tried to distribute leaflets in 
Amsterdam but were confronted by a large group of anti- 
fascists and Saturday night youths and had to flee in a bus 
under police protection. The group has also distributed 
leaflets in Rotterdam and fought with football hooligans 
there. One of its leaflets announced that it would stage 
vigilante patrols in a small village where a centre for asylum- 
seekers was to be opened, and recently the group started 
a brawl at a skinhead concert in Limburg. In Nijmegen, 
however, Stormfront activists were opposed by the local 
Anti-Fascist Action and were put on the next train out by 
police. 

Stormfront’s support base mainly consists of hard-core 
gabbers, youth from a musical scene that was quite popular 
a couple of years ago. It was a mainly white scene, from 
which CP’86 tried to recruit. When the gabber movement 
collapsed, the hard-core element went over to Stormfront, 
which usually attracts about 80 nazis to its meetings. Thus, 
it has become popular “in the scene” for gabbers to present 
themselves as “Stormfront-gabbers”. 

Under the surface of the nazi movement in The 
Netherlands lies another, more dangerous, aspect, namely 
a network of safe-houses and people who help nazis from 
Germany, for example, to hide from the Dutch and German 
police. The nazis in this safe-housing network are mainly 
activists in the NVU and Actiefront National Socialisten. 
At the beginning of this year, Dutch and German police 
arrested Christoph Schulte, who will soon stand trial in the 


Netherlands for the attempted murder of a Greek in 
Munich. 

Michael Krick, a longtime nazi activist who is wanted in 
Germany, is presently hiding in The Netherlands. Krick is 
active behind the scenes organising the security of NVU 
demonstrations and urged those present at an NVU congress 
in May to attack and bomb judges and prosecutors. Although 
this was clearly a criminal act, the Dutch Justice Department 
has yet to break sweat finding him. 

The political climate in The Netherlands changed after the 
11 September terror attacks. In three weeks following the 
atrocity, Dutch racists went into action firebombing 
mosques and daubing “White power”, “Muslims dead” and 
swastikas in towns and cities across the country. There were 
more then 90 attacks on Muslims, their mosques or their 
homes, a higher number than elsewhere in Europe. In one 
incident, two soldiers deliberately drove over a Turkish man, 
leaving him with several broken bones in his legs, and 
shouted “One Muslim less” before driving on. 

The organised extreme right and fascists will probably 
benefit collectively from this climate of hate. 
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RUSSIA 





Three die as murder 
mob runs riot in Moscow 


From Mara Vladimirova in Moscow 


THREE PEOPLE WERE murdered in Moscow on 30 
October when a mob of skinheads ran amok in street 
markets in the city’s mainly working-class southern 
districts. 

At around 20.30, the 300-strong mob, mainly aged 
between 17 and 20, many of whom had shaved heads 
and sported paramilitary insignia, went into action 
armed with iron bars, knives and empty beer bottles, 
screaming “Russians always first!” and “Smash the 
blacks!”, and chanting slogans associated with Russian 
football clubs. 

The rampage was directed mainly at people from the 
Caucasus region, who run stalls at most of the open air 
markets in the Russian capital. However, they were by 
no means the only target as the mob also vented its fury 
on bystanders. 

In the violence, Vardan Kulidjanjan, an Armenian who 
had lived in Moscow since 1985, was beaten to death 
with an iron bar close to the Tsaritsino underground 
station. The second victim, Sharma Pradis Kumar, a 35- 
year-old Indian, died the next morning in hospital, and 
a Tadjik man aged 18 died on 5 November. Many others 
were seriously injured. 

Only two minutes after the attackers launched their 
onslaught by smashing the glass windows of market 
kiosks, police fired shots into the air in a bid to restore 
order. The bonehead mob escaped by rushing into a 
nearby underground station where they continued to 
attack anyone of non-Slav appearance on the platforms 
and on trains. According to eyewitnesses, seven 
Caucasians and Moldavians were severely beaten. 

The state television station RTR showed the body of 
one man, his head covered in blood, on the pavement 
outside the station in Tsaritsino, a district blighted by 
poverty and crumbling tower blocks. Slivers of glass 
were strewn outside the kiosks, together with 
abandoned iron bars. “We got out of our car and saw a 
man from the Caucasus region lying on the ground 
while three men were beating him,” a police officer 
told RTR. 

Soon after these assaults, at about 21.00, a gang of 150 
to 200 rioters went to the Sevastopol hotel near the 
Kachovskaya underground station. Many of the hotel’s 
residents are refugees from Afghanistan. Seeing the 
danger, the hotel managers quickly locked the doors and 
called the police. However, those left marooned outside 


Searchlight December 2001 32 


were beaten up. Among the victims was a seven-year- 
old girl who suffered serious cerebral trauma. 

Police later arrested 25 teenagers but only one was 
caught beating somebody with an iron bar and charged. 
The official police version is that football fans and their 
skinhead friends had merely wanted to celebrate a 
victory by their team, Spartak. 

Witnesses said that some of rioters were chanting the 
slogans of Spartak’s rival club, Moscow Dynamo. 
They also alleged that the violence was well planned and 
that the mob had begun to prepare for action from 
about 18.00. Most of the rioters, it seems, came 
from nearby suburbs and had stashed weapons in 
bushes near the underground. 

Nevertheless, police are unlikely to receive many 
complaints from victims because many of those injured 
are in Moscow illegally and know only too well that it is 
they who would be investigated before any rioters are 
prosecuted. As a result, the police have reduced the 
entire incident to two cases of murder. 

It is no secret that the Moscow police conduct heavy- 
handed security checks on people from the Caucasus in 
the streets and at underground stations, in accordance 
with a resolution by the city authorities. Ever since the 
beginning .of the war in Chechnya, the authorities have 
assiduously whipped up anti-Caucasian prejudice. 

The events of 30 October nonetheless shocked 
Moscow and featured prominently in the mass media. 
Prompted by the sheer brutality of the riot, journalists 
compiled a list of racist incidents in Moscow over the 
past three years. Skinhead violence, though not new, has 
been well covered up by the authorities. 

In 1998, for example, an Azerbaijani was knifed to 
death in the market in Luzhniki. In May the same year, 
the ambassadors of the Republic of South Africa, Benin, 
Sudan and Nigeria addressed a joint note to the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs because their citizens had 
been assaulted and injured by skinheads. 

In March this year, an Iranian and a man from Nepal 
were beaten up at underground stations, the latter 
hospitalised. In April, skinheads attempted to conduct a 
pogrom, in which numerous people were injured, at a 
street market in Jasenevo. The day afterwards, a young 
Chechen was killed in the city centre. In May, a student 
from Zimbabwe was attacked by skinheads at an 
underground station while in June people from Senegal, 
China and Dagestan were attacked. 

In August a refugee from Angola was savagely beaten 


up by skinheads in front of the headquarters of the 
United Nations Refugee Centre. The man died from his 
injuries two weeks later in hospital. In a further incident 
on 23 September skinheads caused trouble at a 
synagogue. 

Although the ground for the rampage of 30 October 
was already prepared, it is significant that there was 
virtually no press coverage of these previous incidents of 
violence. According to some estimates, there may be as 
many as 20,000 skinheads in Russia. Their main 
activities are following football clubs and fighting each 
other. Louts from Moscow Spartak, the most radical of 
whom are the Hooligans and the Gladiators, regularly 
battle with the so-called Nevsky Front from St 
Petersburg, who are supporters of Zenit. The Warriors 
and Dinamit gangs in Moscow support CSKA and 
Moscow Dynamo respectively. 

Skinheads as such first appeared in Russia only at the 
beginning of 1994 soon after the attempted Rutskoi 
putsch of October 1993. They almost immediately lined 
up politically with Alexander Barkashov's nazi Russian 
National Unity (RNE) and other ultra-right groups. 

These links with radical nationalists were proven 
beyond all doubt when five people were arrested last 
year after a massive brawl at a hard rock concert. 
They included Semen Tokmakov and Andrei Kail, both 
members of the People’s National Party. Tokmakov had 
previously been convicted in May 1997 of beating up a 
black guard at the US embassy. In court he declared: 
“Negroes are evil and they have to be subjected to 
euthanasia”. In prison he shared a cell with Alexander 
Ivanov-Sucharevsky, the leader of the People’s National 
Party, which has considerable influence among 
skinheads, as does Ilya Lazarenko’s rival National Front 

There has been speculation that activists from these 
organisations fomented the violence of 30 October and 
the police have hinted that RNE members also took part. 
Fascists were seen the previous day handing out leaflets 
in Moscow city centre close to a building used by the 
International Economic Forum. Large detachments of 
police were protecting the Forum against anti-globalists. 

Nobody, it seems, foresaw the following day’s events, 
but discrimination by police, anti-Caucasian slogans on 


Putin orders 
crackdown 
on extremism 


PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN lost no time in 
responding to the Moscow pogrom by ordering a 
crackdown on extremism. At a Cabinet meeting 
on 5 November, he told Russia’s Interior Minister 
to get tough. Two days later Luzhkov, the Mayor 
of Moscow, outlined his plans to confront far-right 
extremism in the capital, declaring that to fight 
extremist groupings successfully it would be 
necessary to introduce “agents into their ranks”. 
In his long overdue statement, Luzhkov said the 
aim of the agent is “to work in order to prevent 
extremist actions rather than to liquidate their 
consequences”. But if extremist actions occurred 
after all, he continued, we have to “react quickly 
and toughly to eliminate these manifestations in 


walls and racist sentiments in the mouths of Russian 
people have become part of daily life. While Caucasians 
and Africans have to get accustomed to police 
harassment, Russians choose to look the other way. 
But the skinheads in Tsaritsino and near the Sevastopol 
hotel battered everybody in sight, including Russians, 
and did not ask for passports to check nationality or 
proof of permission to be in Moscow. 
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Luzhkov has not previously been known for taking 
a tough stance against racists and fascists, whom 
he is now describing as_chauvinists and 
nationalists. He has clearly received a rather large 
boot up the backside from Putin, who knows that 
his growing role as an international statesman 
could be jeopardised by outbreaks of violent racism 
in Moscow. 

The fact that the police have detained 25 fascists 
and have charged some with murder under Article 
105, section 2, of Russia’s criminal law, while 
others are being dealt with under Article 213, an 
anti-hooligan statute, is a sign that the authorities 
are doing rather more than pay lip service to the 
country’s fairly tough laws on racist crime. 

The Chief Rabbi of Russia, who travelled to the 
USA last month while Putin was meeting President 
Bush, told the American Jewish community that 
there had recently been marked improvements in 
tackling the antisemitism that has been a growing 
feature of Russian life both inside and outside 
parliament. 
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RUSSIA 


From Mina Sodman, St Petersburg 
It could happen here too 


NEWS OF THE riot in Moscow on 30 October shook St 
Petersburg and caused the media to plunge into a welter of 
analysis and opinion polls, almost all asking: “Could it happen 
here too?” The general response was: “No, surely not! We 
live in a cultural and intellectual city, unlike Moscow!” 

The magazine Chas Pik’s edition of 8-13 November 
published a poll on its front page, again indicating that most 
people thought a skinhead rampage could not happen in St 
Petersburg. The exception was a sociologist who thought such 
violence was “probable” in St Petersburg but offered the rider 
that football fans in the city are less racist than in Moscow. 

It is by no means clear that the Moscow skinheads who 
ran amok were all football fans. It is also naive to believe in 
the goodwill of St Petersburg’s football fans, a large number 
of whom openly support the extreme right. 

The outbreak of optimism in the city seem ill-conceived in 
the light of the events of a few weeks ago, when residents 
of a multinational student hostel in the suburbs had to form 
a self-defence group to protect themselves from marauding 
local skinheads. 

Foreign students at St Petersburg’s Technical University 
formed the group after a bloody weekend in October. 
The university has more than a thousand foreign students, 
mainly, though not exclusively, from China, Vietnam or 
African countries, the majority of whom live in a big hostel 
on Grazhdansky Prospect. Racist attacks have occurred in 
the neighbourhood before but took a marked turn for the 
worse in October after four Chinese students were brutally 
beaten not far from the building. 

On 4 October, two students from Zimbabwe were 
attacked, one of whom was seriously injured. On 6 October, 
Régis Dafu from the Ivory Coast was hit over the head with 


a sharp heavy stone and arrived at the hostel leaving a trail 
of blood behind him. 

The attack on Dafu was the last straw for the students. 
About 50 African students gathered some makeshift weapons 
and marched on a nearby metro station, which is a favoured 
haunt of their skinhead tormentors. Although the students 
managed to trap a few of the racists, police arrived and 
arrested both sides before a fight broke out. The skinheads 
were freed soon afterwards but the Africans were held for 
several hours at a police station before being released. 

The next day, a special meeting of all the residents at the 
hostel decided to create a self-defence group to patrol 
the neighbourhood and to start a strike by all foreign 
students at the university. The decision finally forced the 
university administration to take notice of the growing 
physical danger to the students. At a joint meeting with the 
students and the police, a local police chief promised to 
“restore order” by doubling the police presence in the area 
and punishing racist thugs once caught. 

The weeks since then have been relatively quiet and the 
violence in Moscow has relegated the plight of the St 
Petersburg students onto the media sidelines. It is likely too 
that the police interest will be short-lived, enabling the 
skinheads to bide their time before launching more violence. 

African organisations in St Petersburg still report that 
African students are seldom able to leave their homes 
without being attacked or abused on the streets. 
Sometimes stones or empty bottles follow verbal insults, 
forcing the students to move around in groups and stay in 
after dark. 

African Unity, a local organisation, has sent protests to 
the city administration, police and other officials citing the 
“zones of special risk”, primarily metro stations near the big 
student halls of residence, but to little avail. 

At the moment, the skinhead movement in Moscow is 
stronger and better organised than in St Petersburg. But the 
arrogance and indifference of both the population and the 
representatives of the St Petersburg administration and 
police, who say the city is not in any danger from nazis, 
provides the best guarantee for their numbers and activity 
to grow. 

Perhaps the Moscow riot will at least open the eyes of 
people in St Petersburg to the dangers in their midst. 
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All three Searchlight organisations now have their own websites, which are updated regularly. 
For articles and other material related to Searchlight Magazine: www.searchlightmagazine.com 


For a full version of Searchlight’s new media pack, with essential up-to-date information: 
www.searchlightinformationservices.com 


To view work relating to our Communities Combating Hate project, online exhibition, full version of our community 
handbook, conferences and numerous other useful resources: www.searchlighteducationaltrust.org 
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TERRORIST ALERT 


ALESSANDRO ALIBRANDI 


THIS ITALIAN FASCIST IS WANTED FOR 
MURDER & ARMED ROBBERY 
HE IS HIDING IN BRITAIN 





INSIDE: Odinist joins SDP; Daily 
Mail defends racism; W. German report 
shows rise in nazi violence; CARF in the 

courts 


20 years ago 
December 1981 


Beigium: Police 
probe Antwerp 
bomb links 


Belgian police 
investigating the explosion 
outside an Antwerp 
synagogue on 20 October, 
which killed two people 
and seriously injured 16 
others, are looking at 
similarities between it and 
the attack on the 
synagogue in rue Copernic 
in Paris last year. 

The Antwerp bomb was 
planted in a van parked 
outside the synagogue in 





the city’s diamond quarter. 








It went off only twenty 
minutes before the start of a religious ceremony. All of the dead 
and injured were passers-by, many of them early morning shoppers. 

There are clear similarities in the style of the attacks in Antwerp 
and Paris. Both, for instance, involved bombs being left in vehicles 
outside synagogues. Even more intriguing, however, is the fact that 
both attacks occurred on precisely the same day on the Jewish 
calendar, and both involved vehicles purchased by someone using 
a false Cypriot passport. 


10 years ago 


CHLIGHT December 1991 


THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY 


DECEMBER 1991 No.198 






_ EUROPE 
& AWAKE... 


A French neo-nazi has 
been jailed in Nice for 18 
years for his role in a wave 
of racist bomb outrages 
against Arab immigrants 
on the Cote d’Azur. 

Nicholas Gouge was 
found guilty of involvement 
in five attacks, which left 
one person dead and 19 
seriously wounded, three 
years ago. 

Gouge’s main 
accomplice, Gilbert 
Hervachon, was handed a 
four-year term for helping 
to plot the violence. 

Both are among British National Party “fuhrer” John Tyndall’s 
friends in the Parti Nationaliste Frangais et Européen (PNFE). 

Hervachon, a keen Wagner fan, also claims to be a spiritualist 
and refused to take part in the trial because, he said, the stars 
were against him. 

Not so with other French fascists. New opinion polls indicate 
rising levels of popular support for Jean Marie Le Pen and his 
fascist Front National (FN). 

A poll published in November showed that Le Pen’s FN now has 
the biggest support for any single party on the right with 17 per 
cent, placing him well ahead of his conservative rivals, ex-Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac and ex-President Valery Giscard d’Estaing. 
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Griffin stays silent 
as BNP profits from hate 
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BOOK! 


with every Searchlight subscription 


Special low price subscription £24.00! 
PLUS MR EVIL - The Secret Life of Racist Pub 
Bomber David Copeland WORTH £14.99 FREE! 


The Secret Life of Racist Bomber 
and Killer David Copeland 


Graeme icLagan 4 
& Nick Lowles 






Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops when you can save 
20% by getting the magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


Plus, thanks to the savings we make in converting readers into 
subscribers, we are able to give you a free copy of Mr Evil - 
The Secret Life of Racist Pub Bomber David Copeland by 
Graeme McLagen and Nick Lowles. 


Read the book the authorities would prefer had not been 
written. Drawn from Copeland’s startling police confession, 
psychiatric reports, family interviews and correspondence 
between him and the authors while he was in Broadmoor 
awaiting trial, this sensational book reveals the story behind 
the bombing campaign. Was Copeland really acting alone? 

How can such wanton terror possibly be avoided? What blame 
can be laid at the feet of those who led the nazi groups 
Copeland joined? And how many more Copelands are out there? 


Mr Evil is £14.99 in the shops. Your copy won't cost you a 
penny, it is yours when you start your subscription. 


Send no money now. Simply fill in the form below and return it 
to us. Your cheap-rate subscription will commence with the next 
issue. You will save £6.00 a year and receive a book worth 
£14.99 absolutely free! And after the first 12 months your 
subscription is frozen at the 2000 rate. These are the 
advantages of subscribing. (Offer applicable only in the UK.) 
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Account No 


Signature 


give our subscription list to any outside party. 


Start my special subscription at £24 with the next issue and send me my free copy of Mr Evil, worth £14.99. 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort Code 40-17-45, 
HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, CM2 OLH) 

PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
This is a UK standing order offer only. All detaiis must be completed to qualify. Cash annual subscriptions are available 
at £24 (UK individuals) and £32 (UK organisations) but without the book, cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine. 
See page 14. Please allow 28 days for delivery of book. Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never 
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